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The choice for British shipyards 


SIMAN OR 
POLARIS ? 


This ship, the 15,000 ton Simandou, was 
launched in Greenock last weekend by 
Madame Sekou Touré, wife of the Presi- 
dent of the Republic of Guinea, West 
Africa. It cost £1 million and is Guinea’s 
first ever ocean-going vessel, It was 
built by Scotts Shipbuilding and Engi- 
neering Co., Ltd., of Greenock. 


The Guinean Minister of Transport who 
attended the ceremony described the 
Simandou as “a symbol of the evolution 
of my country.” 


But Simandou symbolises more than 
this. It symbolises a choice that the 
Government and people of Britain have 
to make. 


For Scotts of Greenock are one of the 
firms that have applied for a contract to 
build Polaris submarines. An Admiralty 
spokesman confirmed with Peace News 
on Tuesday that of the four Polaris sub- 
marines being built two were almost cer- 
tainly going to the firm of Vickers in 
Barrow and the other two would go 
either to Cammell Lairds at Birkenhead 
or to Scotts at Greenock. 


The Simandou carried an incubator for 
premature babies to be installed at 
Conakry hospital when the ship makes 
her maiden voyage this summer. The 
incubator was a gift from the ship- 
builders. At Madame Touré’s request it 
was substituted for the personal gift that 
is normally given to the sponsor of a 
ship. 


If Scotts get the Polaris contract a very 
different kind of ship carrying a very 
different cargo will shortly be launched 
at the yard. 


The Polaris submarines will cost the 
British exchequer millions. Many 
Simandous, many cargoes of incubators 
and constructive equipment for newly 
developing countries could be built with 
this money, providing employment and 
building goodwill between nations - a 
far surer defence than any number of 
Polaris submarines. If necessary these 
cargo vessels to poorer countries could 
be subsidised. Even if they were given 
away they would be a better investment 
than Polaris. 


This is what the Scottish TUC could be 
saying to the Government instead of 
demanding a share in the Polaris con- 
tract, And this is what the Labour Party 
should pledge itself to do if it is returned 
to power at the general election. 


‘100’ send protest letter 


weapons will destroy cities and» leave 
innocent women and children intact ? 


On Wednesday, April 24, members of 
the Scottish Committee of 100 hetd a 
vigil outside the Scottish Trade Union 
Congress offices in Glasgow. This fol- 
lowed a letter of protest from the Com- 
mittee to George Middleton, the General 
Secretary of the Scottish TUC, who re- 
cently made overtures to the Govern- 
ment for a regional share of the Polaris 
construction programme, as reported in 
Peace News on March 22. The letter 
stated: 


“The recent welcome to Polaris sub- 
marine orders on the Clyde contradicts 


the 100 per cent anti-Polaris and uni- 
lateralist resolutions passed by the last 
three Scottish TUC annual conferences. 
Tt also demonstrates the hypocrisy of the 
Tuc. 


“We have heard at STUC-sponsored 
anti-Polaris marches Scottish trade union 
leaders saying that H-bombs and mis- 
siles are the modern equivalent of gas 
chambers and extermination camps, be- 
cause sooner or later they will be used. 
Now it would seem that gas chambers 
and extermination camps are acceptable 
if ‘ Made in Scotland.’ Or is it that ‘ our’ 


“These union leaders have accused 
American arms manufacturers and 
Gencrals of deriving power and profit 
from the arms race and condemned them 
as warmongers. Do you really think this 
accusation is less warranted against those 
who provide a few jobs in a depressed 
area that will eventually lead to annihila- 
tion for all ? 


“The only thing that can be done now \. 


is for the rank and file to take ‘direct 
action.’ ” 
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Peace News 


Report to Readers 


Meet Peace News directors, contribu- 
tors, company members and staff on 
Saturday, 6 April, 3-5 p.m. at Whit- 
fields Memorial Hall (nr. Goodge St.), 
Tottenham Court Road, W.1. 


Refreshments Questions Discussion 


A Topic for Peace 
lan Campbell Folk Group 


sings 
The Sun Is Burning 


and 


The Crow on the Cradle 
on Topic STOP 102 6s 3d (inc P.T.) 


Topic records are obtainable in all good 
record shops in the principal towns. If there 
is mo Topic stockist in your area send 
remittance with order to Topic Records Ltd. 
27 Nassington Road, London, N.W.3. 

a ene 


per cent 


income tax free 


BUILD 
YOUR 
FUTURE 


LET YOUR MONEY EARN 
FOR YOU 


Interest accrues from date of 


investment 


“ Guide for investors ” sent on 
request 


ST PANCRAS 
BUILDING SOCIETY 


For social saving 


200 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON, N.W.3. 
and_at 


112 COMMERCIAL ROAD, 
BOURNEMOUTH 


Classified 


Temas : engh with order, 64. per word, min. 4s. @ox 
Nog. 1s. extra). Please do mot send tiampa in pay- 
meat, oxcept for odd pance. Address Box No. 
replica: Pesce News, 5 Caledogian Road, London, 
N.£. Please send advertisements by first post Monday. 


Advertise im Peace News for resuks. Smafis rates 
above - discounts for series. Displayed advertise- 
meat rates on application to Advertisement Man- 
ager, Peace News, 5S Caledonian Read, Landon, N.1. 


Coming Events 


“Has Life a Purpose? '’ Speaker: Frederick J. 
Tritton. Friends’ Hse., Euston Rd., N.W.1. Sun- 
day, April 7, at 6.30 p.m. 


Peanuts Club. 7.30-11 p.m. Kings Arms, 213 
Bishopsgate (Liverpool St.). Jazz this Saturday, 
Folk Session Sunday. 2s. 4d. 


Holiday Accommodation 


Lamorna Cove. Two-berth gypsy caravan. Sole 
van, lovely secluded site. Interior-sprung mattress. 
Gas fire, lights, cooking. Everything for use except 
linen. 5-6 gns. per week, including gas. Gibbs, 
Lamorna, Penzance. 


Norfolk Coast, Sea Palling. 
air, wonderful beaches. Woodbine Guest Hse. offers 
tasty, wholesome vegetarian catering (all home- 
cooking), comfortable accom., H. and €., informal 
holidays, pleasant company. Tel.: Hickling 236. 


West Cornwall 8 miles from Land's End. Easter 
accommodation. Comfortable. Good food. 8 gns. 
per week. B. & B. 17s. 6d. Lambourn, Mousehole. 
(Tel.: Mousehole 236.) 


Diary 


As this is a free service we reserve the right to 
select frem motions sent im. Ta make the scrvice aa 
complete as possible, we urge organisers to : 

1. Send entries to arrive not leter than first post 
Monday (Priday preferred). 

2. Iactide date, tawn, time, place (hal, street), 
nature of event, speakers, orgenisers (aad sccre- 
tery’s address). 

To pobdlicise fall details, book a classified or dis 

Played advectisement. 

Remember to arder copies of Peace News for your 


advertiond meeting : or Return. From: Circa- 
lation Dept., 5 Caledorzian Rd., N.1. 


Broadland village,. tonic 


Frorm now till 11 April 


London: 4.30-8.30 p.m. every day. Peace News 
and Sanity selling mear Underground  Stns..: 
Holborn, Kensington High St., London Bridge, 


Notting Hill Gate, Oxford Circus, Piccadilly Circus, 
Tottenham Ct. Rd., Victoria; also outside Friends 
Hse., Euston Rd. and St. Martin-in-the-Fields. Help 
us for half an hour on your way home. CND and 
Peace News. 


5 April, Friday 

Amersham: 7.30 p.m. Community Centre. Annual 
Mtg. Amersham and Dist. CND. Business, refresh- 
ments. 8.30 p.m. Discussion: sympathisers, doubters 
and opponents invited. 


Orpmgton: 8 p.m. 32 Elm Grove. Aldermaston 
Social with films: ‘‘March to Aldennaston,”’ 
“Deadly the Harvest,"’ and ‘‘Language of Faces.”’ 
CND. 


6 April, Saturday 


Beckenham, Kent: 7.30-11. Harvey Hall, Fairfield 
Rd. (off B'ham High St.). Jazz Ball. 3s 6d. CND. 


Croydon and Reigate: March and motorcade. 
Details: Nora Reid, STR 3310. CND. 


Grange-ever-Sands: 3 p.m. at the home of John 
Bullough, Field Broughton. ‘‘Any Answers.”’ Grange 
Peace Group. 


Harrow and Wealdstone: March to Wembley High 
St. for mtg. 3.30 p.m. CND. 


Jerdans, Bucks.: Meet 10 a.m. Village Green, for 
car cavalcade touriag S. Bucks. villages and towns. 
CND. 

Liverpes!l, 1: 11 am. to 3 p.m, Central Hall, 
Renshaw St. Bread and cheese lunch, in aid of 
village well in India. War on Wart. 


London, E.1: Meet 2.30 p.m. outside Whitechapel 
Stn. for leafleting, recruiting and ‘‘ Sanity "’ selling. 
CND. 

London, N.16: 7.30 Friends Mtg. Hse., Yoakley 
Rd., off Stoke Newington Ch. St. Social, Cabaret, 
Dance. Adm. : 2s 6d. CND. 


ANYTHING TO SELL, BUY OR EXCHANGE? 


Our classified columns will help you 
6d a word - minimum 4s for each small ad 


Box number: ls extra 


WRITE YOUR AD HERE-one word in each space 


The Advertisement Manager, Peace News Ltd 


5 Caledenian Road, London, N.1. 


Please insert my ad. in next............issue(s). 


PE enclose P.O. value.............cccc008 


NAME... oo... cccesececenseeneterers 
ADDRESS.................58- 


Weston-super-Mare, Milford Lodge, Private Hotel, 
quiet part of sea front, 7-9 gns. Quaker owned. 
G., M. and H. Hather. 


Personal 


Aldermaston: Every Librarian wishing to protest 
against nuclear weapons welcomed with professional 
group behind Librarians’ Banner in Magenta 3. 
Local Government Officers continue your public ser- 


Americans for Aldermaston. Prospective marchers 
‘phone or write Janet Shepherd, 40 Lawrence Rd., 
E.3. ADVance 3571, 


Anyone interested in forming community based on 
pacifist vegetarian outlook and organic gardening ? 
Possibly with jobs outside community. Otherwise 
partnership sought on similar basis in guest house 
or other establishment. Box No. 160. 


Family planning. Write for booklet, discount price 
list and free sample offer: Premier, 50 Black Lion 
St., Brighton. 


Holloway Prison: Women are given VD tests with- 
out their permission being sought... p. 7 Inside 
Story. (ls 2}d post free from Housmans, publishers.) 
Prison Reform Council urgently needs your support. 
Donations to Trevor Hatton (Hon. Treas.) at 5 
Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 


Housmans fast cheap poster printing. 50, size 
20” x 15”, for 47s 6d post free. Quotations on 
request, 5-day service. 5 Caledonian Rd., King’s 
Cross, London, N.1. 


May II. 


Coach to Swaffham Demo. Cash book- 
First come, first served. 


ings only at 12s 6d return. 
Details : ‘Phone BAY 5234. 


Room 15. Donald Swann, 
Mallone, Stuart Morris; ‘‘Peace-making and Generat 
Election,’’ followed by questions on current events. 
Fellowship Party. 


Lenden, W.C.1: Meet 3 p.m. sharp Holborn Tube 


CND. 


Lendoa, W.C.1: 3-5 pm. 6 Endsleigh $., Euston. 
F i: “Exper? aces of an Italian Pacifist’. 
Great Companions. 


Lenden, W.1: Assemble 12 noon, Air St. (behind 
Swan and Edgar’s, Piccadilly Circus) for Alder- 
maston poster parade. Route: Haymarket, Pafi Mall, 
Trafalgar Sq., Whitehall, Parliament Sq., Victoria 
Public Mtg. Tachbrook Market. 
George Savva. CND, YCND, C'ttee of 


Lendon, W.1: 3 p.m. Whitfields Memorial Hall, 
(ar. Goodge St.) Tottenham Ct. Rd. Peace News 
Readers Mtg. with staff and directors. Speakers: 
Vera Brittain, Michael Randle, Alan Lovell. Chair: 
Coolie Tattersall. Discussion, refreshments. Peace 
jews. 


Manchester: 3 p.m. Friends Mtg. Hse., Mount St. 
N.W. Area AGM. Wilfred Wellock: '‘ Are we on 
the right track ?’* PPU. 


South London: Two-pronged march to Victoria. 
Assemble 10.30 a.m. Zeeta House, Putney High St., 
and 10 a.m. Kensington High St. CND. 


St. Albans: Assemble 2 p.m. St. Bernard's Heath, 
Harpenden Rd. far march through city. Leafleting. 
7.30 p.m. Adult Sch. Dance 2s 6d. YCND. 


Staines: Report 10 a.m. onwards Market Place for 


mass publicity drive. Helpers needed. CND. 
Tetnes, Devon: 7.30 p.m. Ambulance Hall. Publie 
mtg. Speakers: Dr. Ronald Sampson, Barnaby 
Martin. Chair: Terence Heelas. CND. 

Watford: 2.30 p.m. Pedestrian precinct, Watford 
High St. Public assembly. CND. 


7 April, Sunday 


Staines: Report 10.30 a.m. onwards outside Dog 
and Partridge, Kingston Rd., for mass publicity 
drive. Helpers needed. CND. : 


8-11 April, Mon-Thur 


Aldermaston: Every day. Silent vigil outside main 
entrance AWRE. Volunteers write to Damaris 
Parker-Rhodes, 20 Sedley-Taylor Rd., Cambridge. 
reas by Cambridge, Aldermaston and Reading 


8 April, Monday 


§.W.11: 7.30 p.m.-11. Battersea Town 
Hall, Lavender Hill. Pre-Aldermaston evening for 


S.W. London Groups. Music, exhibition, films, 
refreshments. Adm. free. CND. 

11 April, Thursday 

Londen, E.11: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Hse., Bush 


Rd., Leytonstone. PPU. 


12 April, Friday 


Aldermaston: Assemble 12 noon Falcon Field for 
march to Reading. CND. 


7.30 p.m. Gymnasium Hall, 
War on Want. 


Group discussion. 


Breadstairs ¢ Pier- 


montte. Film Show. 


13-14 April, Sat-Sun 


Leeds: Canvassing and leafleting by YCND. Sat. 
2 p.m. Town Hall Sq. Speakers. Information: Mat. 
Woolsey, Flat 7, 41 St. Ann's Lane, Leeds, 4. 


13 April, Saturday 


Reading: Assemble 9 a.m. for march via Maiden- 
head to Slough. CND. 


14 April, Sunday 


Sleagh: Assemble 4.30 a.m. for march via Windsor, 
Staines to Chiswick. CND. 


Practical help urgently needed. International Volua- 
tary Service has vacancies during April, May and 
June for its off-peak community service work-camps 
throughout Britain. Food, accommodation and hard 
work provided. Writa IVS, 72 Oakley Sq., London, 
N.W.1, for details. 


Rush Matting, looks good, wears well, amy room. 
To nearest 12” at 1s 9d sq. ft., or stock sizes 4’ 
x 2' 12s 6d, 6 x 3’ 28s 6d, 7’ x 4! 42s. each. 
In natural, or green/natural in alternate 12” 
squares, Also natural seagrass kitchen mais, tough 
and modern, 36” x 18” 3s 6d, 48” x 24” 6s Gd, 
54” x 27” 8s 6d each. Every type of cane and 
bamboo stocked for garden, handioraét, mterror 
work. Whines and Edgeler, The Bamboo People, 
Codmanstone, Dorchester, Dorset. 


International welcomes gifts of 
88 Park Ave., Enfield, Mdx. 


War Resisters‘ 
foreign stamps. 


Work for peace. Voluntary workers always welcome 


at Peace News office 10 a.m.-6 p.m. especially 
Wednesday (to 9 p.m.) and Thursday, 5 Caledonian 
Rd., King’s Cross, London, N.1. 

Literature 

Liberté, the French pacifist monthly. 16s. a year 


post free from Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian 
Rd., King's Cross, London, N.1. 


Peace Packets, a comprehensive literature service, 
keeping campaigners up to date with the latest pub- 
lications of many organisations. 20s a year, start 
now. Housmans (the PN booksellers), 5 Caledonian 
Rd., London, N.I. 


‘* Rising Cost of the Arms Race.” Labour Re- 
search, fs 24d p.f. 161 Drury Lane, London, 
W.C.2. 


15 April, Monday 
London, W.4: Assemble 9 a.m. Acton Green (near- 


est Stn: Chiswick Park) for march to Hyde Park. 
Rally 3 p.m. Details of route see CND ad. page 12. 


17 April, Wednesday 


London, S.W.1: 7.15 p.m. Caxton Hall. First 
public mig. of Prison Reform Council. Speakers 
incl. Lord Stonham, Michael Randle. 


} renounce war and I will never @ 
f support or sanction another # 


This pledge signed by each 
member is the basis of the Peace 
Pledge Union send your pledge to 
PPU Headquarters Dick Sheppard 
House 6 Endslelgh Street WCI 


HOUSMANS 


on the march 


Bookstalls at every halt 
with literature and Pence News 
suppiies for marchers 


STOCK UP IN ADVANCE FOR SALES 
AT LOCAL RALLIES, ON THE 
COACHES, AND AMONG FRIENDS 


USE THIS ORDER FORM £ 3 d 


..Peace News 
Mar 29/Apr 5/Apr 12; 5s doz 
. Black Papers 
4s Gd doz 254 16@ 
. Accidental War 
Ils 3d 11s doz 
. Direct Action 
Is 6d 16s doz 
. Everyman Voyages 
4s 6d doz 


*.. lin 5 Must Know 


7s 6d 166 
. Inside Story 

Is 3d 11s doz 
(Prisoners’ Report) 


. CND badges 
6d and 2s 6d (3d postage) 


... PN Posters/Leaflets (free) 
. Literature Lists (free) 


All prices post free sa 
T enclose/please invoice | | 

3 We shall have literature stalls at 
every halt on the Aldermaston March 


NAME ........0.. Sune sete Ceaser ties ER ES HrItis.- 


vues erecesnason 


HlOUSMANS 


The Peace News Bookshop 


5 Caledonian Rd N.1 


Photo of Kenneth Kaunda 
by John Hopkins 


Interview with Kenneth Kaunda 
The threat of violence 


in Africa 


Kenneth Kaunda is Minister of Local 
Government and Social Welfare in 
Northern Rhodesia and leader of the 
United National Independence Party, 
which has the support of most 
Africans there. He was in London last 
week to discuss the future of Northern 
Rhodesia and the Cemertal African 
Federation with Mr. R. A. Butler, the 
Rhodesia and the Central African 
Minister in charge of Central African 
affairs. While in London he was inter- 
viewed for “ Peace News ” by Michael 
Freeman and Michael Randle. 


What do you hope to get ovt of your visit 
to London ? 


We have come to this country in the hope 
that we will get a firm declaration from the 
British Government that Northern Rhodesia 
has the same rights to secede from this 
Federation as Nyasaland. We are a pro- 
tectorate of the Queen in the same way as 
Nyasaland, and as such we see no reason 
why the British Government should waste 
our time, and indeed its own time, and 
money in trying to arrange for fruitless con- 
ferences like another federal review confer- 
ence. 


For a long tims we have been called thugs 
and all that, People who didn't represent 
anyone else apart from their own ambitions 
all of a sudden agree to a constitution that 
is the worst ever designed by man. It is a 
constitution which does not allow all people 
to participate in the government of their 
country. It has a limited franchise, so that 
out of three and a half million people only 
some 130,000 qualify. This is very unfair, 
and yet we agreed to try and work this con- 
stitution because we wanted to show that 
we had support, and our fears have been 
proved right. Of the 45 seats only 37 have 
been occupied, the rest are still vacant. We 
tried a by-election, only two more were 
filled and eight are still vacant. So, apart 
from demanding secession from the Feder- 
ation, we are demanding a new constitution 
immediately so that the people can express 
their opinions freely through their elected 
people, 


Apart from this, we are arguing that out of 
the 130,000 African people who qualified, 
about 90,000 voted against federation and 
for a now constitution. This is a clear 
expression of the views of the people of 
Northern Rhodesia, and here I am glad to 
say both the African National Congress, 
which had some 16,000 votes, and our- 
selves, with over 60,000 votes, are speaking 
the same language. There’s no question of 
‘us discussing any future of this Federation, 
therefore, before we are in a position where 
we can tell our people we are going to 
secede now, and do so, and before we get 
a clear statement from the British Govern- 
ment that we are going to get a mew con- 
stitution. 


What has the British Government's reaction 
been to your requests ? 


As you probably know, we had to walk out 
because we were dissatisfied with the way 
the first secretary handled matters. He was 
only interested in saying that there must be 
a conference held some time, to try and see 
what can be saved of this Federation. What 
we are asking for is a categorical statement 


that federation is ending and the people are 
going to be given the right to determine 
their own destinies. 


If the British Government doesn’t change 
its position by the time you go back to 
your country, have you any plans as to what 
your next step will be? 


While I cannot say in public here what we 
are going to do, at least one thing is clear: 
it would be, I think, asking too much from 
us to expect us to co-operate with a govern- 
ment for which we had no respect. 


Several Africans and others in Southern 
Rhodesia have said that if the British 
Government does not act over the constitu- 
tion there, there is a serious danger that 
violence will break out. Do you see this as 
a possible thing happening in Northern 
Rhodesia? 


I have said several times that there is a 
limit to what people will endure. In the 
whole length of our struggle, we have em- 
phasised one point, and this is a non-violent 
approach to the problems. I realise that 
at times violence has broken out in the 
country, but this is not by design. Because 
of our party discipline, when people lost 
their tempers they did not try to take human 
life. What they did was to destroy bridges, 
they destroyed such institutions as repre- 
sented government, But I’m glad to say 
even cases where so-called security forces 
were at the mercy of our people, no one 
member of the security force was killed. 


So you see if our people were really violent 
men, in the sense that has been described 
here in certain circles, a lot of these people 
would have been killed. I think our record 
is not, comparatively speaking, such a dirty 
one. But unless our methods show results, 
people tend to say, look at these chaps, 
they are wasting our time and we'll replace 
them with some other leaders. Leadership 
is not something that I cry for. Leadership 
is something that must come from the 
people themselves. If they want me to con- 
tinue, alright, they elect me democratically. 
If they don’t want me, they would say so. 
But my fear is, if our methods don’t 
achieve what the people want, obviously 
they are going to be obliged to say, you 
have failed, we are going to put in other 
people and those other people will hold 
other views from those that myself and my 
colleagues hold. This is why there is a real 
danger that things could get out of hand. 


Is it your own position that it would be 
better to achieve what you are after by non- 
violent means, even if this were a slower 
process, rather than try to achieve it in a 
shorter time, say on the Algerian model, 
by violent means? 


I don’t think it can be said that violent 
means, and I am not referring to any par- 
ticular country here, could achieve results 
much quicker. Of course, when India 
crushed Goa, that was perhaps an example 
of violence achieving results quickly. But 
in a country like ours I am convinced be- 
yond doubt that any violent approach to the 
question will draw us back by about ten 
years. Even if we fought violently, and 
perhaps in a year or two managed to get 
what we wanted, we would have sown seeds 
of doubt in the country. Those who dis- 
agreed with us would have a precedent set 
for them, and they too would have to try 


Peace News readers taking vehicles for 
ALDERMASTON and FLYING COLUMNS 


can help us by displaying 


PEACE NEWS POSTERS (sent free) 
and carrying stocks of Peace News for sale 
Offers of help at once please to Trevor Hatton, Circulation Manager 


Peace News, 5 Caledonian Road, N.1. 


to organise to overthrow us, or those who 
are in power then, through violent activities. 
History shows several times the method 
you use in obtaining your objective is very 
often the method used by other people to 
try and throw you cut of power. And this 
leads to uncertainties in the country, and 
then people suffer of course, and the invest- 
ors of capital are not very happy with your 
country, and this leads to trouble and 
trouble and trouble and nothing else. 


Would you say then that your commitment 
to non-violence is a complete and funda- 
mental one in the sense that it was with a 
man like Gandhi, and not simply a question 
of preferable tactics? ... 


If you look at the nations that are ranged 
one against the other now, the USSR and 
the USA, they are so scared of their own 
power, they are meeting every day at 
Geneva to try to solve their problems. They 
know that if they don’t meet the problems 
in a peaceful manner they are going to 
destroy the whole world. 


Man is essentially afraid of violence, but 
he is so much afraid of his fellow men, he 
wants to destroy them before they destroy 
him. And this is the result of viclence. 
What you want is to try and create an 
atmosphere, not only in any given country, 
but in the whole world, by the way you 
behave; try to show that results that are 
good to mankind as a whole can be 
achieved by peaceful methods. 


If it should happen that your owm party 
decided that some kind of violent resistance 
was necessary, would yeu feel able to re- 
main leader of the party? 


Obviously that would be my end as a poli- 
tical leader because I would disagree with 
that sort of thing. I would not like to im- 
pose my leadership on anyone. Leadership 
must be acceptable to the people if it is 
going to be genuine and constructive, and 
the moment people say your methods have 
failed, it is us to them to to choose another 
man who will lead them in a way they 
think is better. There are no two ways 
about this, you can’t be half-way violent 
and half-way non-violent. 


It seems fairty clear in certain parts of 
Africa where there is stil] colonial rule, or 
like South Africa, where there is minority 
rule, that there is a growing sense of frus- 
tration among the oppressed part of the 
people, and in certain quarters there is a 
certain tendency to violence, as in South 
Africa. Do you see any way in which this 
trend could be reversed, and do you see 
any role for organisations like the World 
Peace Brigade, who are committed to nom 
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violence, anything that people in this 
country can do, together with Africans who 
want a non-violent solution? 


This is a very difficult problem. No one 
can pretend to have an easy solution to it. 
You have here governments like the South 
Africa Government, now the Southern 
Rhodesia Government, the Portuguese 
Government, although they call themselves 
civilised, they bave not yet begun to appre- 
ciate the importance of man as the centre 
of all human activity. I find it very diffi- 
cult indeed therefore to denounce people 
who say, we are tired of peaceful methods 
and are going to take to violent activities. 


You may think this controversial, but I 
cannot see non-violent methods succeeding, 
whether they are used by us outside South 
Africa, and now I’m speaking of the World 
Peace Brigade because I am associated with 
that organisation, or the people of South 
Africa themselves. The government there 
bas simply run riot, it’s no longer human, 
and I don’t know what the solution is going 
to be. 


My fear is, if violence breaks in South 
Africa, as it’s bound to, it's going to be a 
very sad day because, while the South 
African Government may be overthrown 
violently, the question follows, what next? 
People are going to hate each other so 
much, no one is going to trust anyone else, 
and it would be one government in power 
today and the people overthrow it violently, 
then they try to kill as many people as 
possible who they think are their enemies, 
and this sort of thing is going to grow and 
grow and grow. Perhaps the United Nations 
may walk in and try to help matters as they 
have done in the Congo. 


But I wish for goodness sake this could be 
prevented by something positive taking 
place. Take this World Peace Brigade. 
Supposing we organised ourselves and went 
to demonstrate there, what would happen? 
All that would happen would be that you 
would be arrested and people would hear 
no more of us, unless you worked out some 
miracle whereby perhaps wave after wave, 
millions of people, would walk into South 
Africa who are really and sincerely com- 
mitted to non-violence. 


I can’t see anything short of that being suc- 
cessful there. If you are going to have a 
few thousand people organised, who are not 
convinced in their own minds of the need 
for non-violent activities, to march into 
South Africa, all you will meet with is a 
violent clash. Have we in the world today 
sufficient forces that are peaceable to tackle 
such a problem? 


4 Peace News April 5 1963 


John Ball 


In the process of breaking up the Central 
African Federation, the crisis spot is clearly 
going to be Southern Rhodesia. The Afri- 
can nationalists in Northern Rhcdesia now 
have half of what they want - the right to 
secede from the Federation - and they will 
probably get the other half - independence 
- fairly soon. 


In Southern Rhodesia, however, there are 
now two opposed national independence 
movements. Sir Roy Welensky has thrown 
his weight behind the demand of Mr. Wins- 
ton Field, the Southern Rhodesian Prime 
Minister, for independence, and both have 
indicated that they will not co-operate in 
the break-up of the Federation unless this 
is granted. But independence for Southern 
Rhodesia now means rule by a small white 
minority and the end of Britain’s power to 
control the future of a country which could 
develop into another Algeria 


The African reaction has, on the whole, 
been very restrained so far. Mr. Nkomo 
said at his press conference in London 
last week: “ We do not recognise Mr. Field 
as Prime Minister; we do not recognise his 
Government. Mr. Field represents the 
white minority. As far as we are concerned 
he is the leader of the Rhodesia Front.” 
Since Mr. Field was elected with 40,000 
votes in a country of 3,750,000 people, this 
seems a reasonable attitude to take. 
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Movement for Colonial Freedom over the 
weekend, Mr, J. Chirimbani, a representa- 
tive of ZAPU, the banned African party, 
said that if the British Government granted 
independence to Southern Rhodesia, or if 
the Southern Rhodesia Government resorted 
to violence, ZAPU would set up a govern- 
ment in exile and ask for recognition from 
the governments of the other Common- 
wealth countries. 


This seems a far more imaginative and 
creative approach than the hints of another 
Algeria that the Southern Rhodesia nation- 
alists have made over the past few months. 
The Algerian war has never seemed to me 
a very good example of the “success” of 
violent methods, in view of the terrible 
cost in human lives, the legacy of hatred, 
cruelty and econcmic desolation that it left 
behind. But if the party which clearly has 
the support of the majority simply declares 
itself the Government it should attract the 
recognition of most of the ex-colonial 
countries at least, and the support of 
“ moderate ” whites in Africa and Europe. 


But the ultimate solution to the Scuthern 
Rhodesian problem still seems to lie with 
the British Government. Mr. Butler has 
shown some courage, even if rather late, in 
granting Northern Rhodesia the right to 
secede from the Federation; he will need 
at least as much to oppose white demands 
for Southern Rhodesian independence and 
to make plans for majority government 
there. 


* * * 


Dr. Beeching didn’t produce any surprises; 
for weeks before the publication of his re- 
port there had been sinister rumours of 
wholesale closures. The most striking fea- 
ture of the report is not so much its 
proposals as its omissions, the chief one 
being any consideration of the relationship 
between rail transport and other forms of 
transport. 


The report is a mixture of good, bad and 
vague ideas, and in the absence of a co- 
ordinated transport plan it is difficult to see 
what some of these ideas are expected to 
achieve. People living in the areas affected 
by withdrawal of stopping passenger trains 
and the closure of branch lines are far 
from satisfied that existing bus services are 
adequate to replace the trains, and nothing 
but very vague hints has yet been offered 
on the subject of subsidies for uneconomic 
bus services which may have to be pro- 
vided. Nor is tt clear what will be the 


effect on the cost to the community as a 
whole of diverting a great deal of passenger 
and merchandise traffic on to already over- 
crowded roads. This problem will be par- 
ticularly serious where rail services to 
coastal resorts are withdrawn. 


The report speaks of co-ordinating subur- 
ban train and bus services outside London, 
mentioning possible fare increases and 
closures, but there are no firm proposals. 
As for London itself, the report states that 
the problem cannot be solved by the rail- 
ways alone, and apart from a hint of higher 
fares to come, it leaves the subject alone. 
This seems sensible enough. London’s 
transport problem is just a symptom of the 
general problem of industrial location and 
urbanism which the Government has so 
notably failed to tackle, and is thus far out- 
side Dr. Beeching’s brief. What does seem 
extraordinary is that, after stating this 
general position, the report includes the 
Broad Street to Richmond line among those 
to be closed. Has anyone considered bring- 
ing this line into greater prominence and 
attracting more passengers to it by handing 
it over to London Transport to operate 
with their trains and at their fares ? Could 
this not achieve the same kind of success as 
the brighter image, low-fare policy of the 
electrified Glasgow suburban service ? 


Among the good ideas are the cutting out 
of competing routes and the creation of 
“‘road-railer ” express freight trains. 
are only to be welcomed; but the overall 
effect of the report can only be to induce 
deep scepticism as to the possibility of try- 
ing to make the railways cost-efficient in 
complete isolation from other forms of 
transport. The community is entitled to 
have an economical transport system, and 
to discover what kind of system this would 
be, it is necessary to take into account 
the social costs of alternative forms of 
transport to rail. 


The disturbing thing about this report, in 
fact, is that it uses a very narrow concept 
of “waste.” Since transport is not simply 
a business, but a service, it is begging the 
whole question to say that a service which 
does not cover its costs is “losing” or 
“wasting” money. The community may 
very well have an obligation to pay col- 
lectively for services which are of benefit 
only to a minority. This principle is estab- 
lished in the fields of health, education and 
similar services; why should it be denied in 
transport ? 


These. 
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I wish I could share the enthusiasm of 
Topic Records for a single by the Ian 
Campbell Folk Group which they have just 
issued. There are two anti-nuclear songs 
on the record, and the handout says that 
both songs “keep far away from propa- 
ganda.” I don’t think this is true, and I'm 
not sure that it should be. The H-bemb is 
so overwhelming a subject that most 
attempts to arouse an emotional reaction to 
it are simply embarrassing. To my mind 
the only successful anti-nuclear songs are 
out-and-out propaganda, like the Scottish 
anti-Polaris songs. 
This record by the Ian Campbell group 
tries the emotional approach, and I think 
it falls into the trap of covert propaganda. 
This shows up most clearly in ‘ The Sun Is 
Burning.” which has an interesting tune, 
pleasantly sung by Lorna Campbell; the 
general impression is quite soothing until 
suddenly there are words about the mush- 
room cloud and death. This is shock tac- 
tics, but the introduction of the bomb in 
this way is so incongruous that instead of 
paying attention to what is being said I 
found myself irritated at being unexpectedly 
subjected to propaganda. 
Topic say that they hope this record will 
get into the top 50. I wish them luck, but 
I don’t think they stand a chance against 
other groups singing more or less in a folk 
style, like the Rooftop Singers, who have 
fewer pretensions and more musical drive 
and strength. 
a 


* ” 

This issue of Peace News was being printed 
at the same time as the demonstration 
organised by the London working groups 
of the Committee of 100 was scheduled to 
take place at Westminster. 

Some of the people who have been closely 
involved in the activities of the Committee 
of 100 have grave doubts about this action. 
This is not only because the whole idea of 
a protest in Parliament seems unexciting, 
but also because there ate certain very dis- 
turbing features about the way the demon- 
stration was organised. Although it must 
have been obvious to police and demon- 
strators alike that some kind of illegal 
action was planned at the Commons, the 
Committee working groups kept from 
people what was to happen at the demon- 
stration. 

The Committee of 100 has so far based its 
activities more or less on the principles of 
honesty and openess. I hope they will 
explain to their supporters the reasons for 
their change of policy. 


Brother Roger, CR 


Blasphemy in Johannesburg 


On July 23, 1962, I opened an exhibition of 
drawings by Harold Rubin at the 10! 
Gallery in Johannesburg. Art exhibitions 
always have a formal opening in Johannes- 
burg, and they are all alike: sherry, cigar- 
ettes, and too many people. Rubin’s exhi- 
bition was no different, except that the stan- 
dard of the exhibits was high. But to the 
great surprise of all who had been-at the 
opening, we learnt next morning from the 
Rand Daily Mail that a near-riot had been 
caused by a drawing of the crucifixion 
called My Jesus. 


The drawing was certainly not the artist’s 
best, but it seemed necessary to him to 
have it on exhibition as the theme of the 
whole show was man’s treatment of man. 
In this drawing Christ was nude, with his 
head thrown back in agony, and his tongue, 
black with thirst, hanging out. He was 
wearing one of the paper hats that are sold 
in the street at Christmas time, and down 
the side of the picture was written, “I for- 
give you, Lord, for you know not what you 
do.” 


The drawing is very “stark,” and Rubin 
felt that he had to explain it to me before 
I opened the exhibition. He really had no 
need to for the meaning stood out a mile. 
Rubin is Jewish, and does not believe that 


Jesus Christ is God, but he does believe 
that Jesus was the Righteous Man, and that 
Jesus believed that he had been given by 
God a great mission to perform, but that 
the mission failed: As Rubin said, ‘ You 
have only to look at Joburg today to see 
that it did” the English speakers 
afraid of the Afrikaner, the Afrikaner sus- 


‘pecting British contempt, both despising the 


Jew, all afraid of the Black, the Black 
despising the Coloured and the Asiatic, the 
Coloured and the Asiatic fearing and 
despising the Black; and so it goes on, 
backwards and forwards, endlessly, and that 
is what Rubin intended his picture to show. 
The message of Jesus had been love, but in 
Johannesburg the armoured cars and the 
fighter planes are always at the ready, and 
the muniticns factory goes up. What for ? 
Who for? Why? 


Perhaps the Christmas hat gives the 
Christian a partial clue to the failure. 
Every year in Johannesburg the authorities 
plead that there shall be no blood-bath on 
“Holy Night, Silent Night,” and 1962 was 
very quiet. The papers said that there were 
only 700 casualties at Baragwanath hospital; 
but the drunkenness and the noise seemed 
to be much as usual. 


At any rate, the message failed to get 


through to-the police, who went to the 101 
Gallery and took away the offending draw- 
ing. Many months later Rubin was served 
with a warrant for blasphemy, which in the 
Republic of South Africa is a civil offence 
punishable by fine or imprisonment. The 
jast man found guilty of it got six months. 
The case was heard before a magistrate, 
Mr, P. J. Nel, and the verdict of “not 
guilty” was given on March 27, 1963, six 
months after the exhibition closed. 


At any rate, the Republic is not a police 
state yet. Nothing could have been fairer 
than the trial; no one could have been more 
impartial than the magistrate, who, I am 
told, is a devout member of the Dutch 
Reformed Church, and so, to judge from 
the evidence of the Dutch Protestant min- 
isters who were witnesses for the prosecu- 
tion, would have been much prejudiced 
against the picture, But there were no signs 
of this. 


The case dragged on and cost everyone a 
great deal of money. One wonders why the 
state brought it at all. Could the fact that 
Rubin had published drawings of the 
Sharpeville shootings have had anything to 
do with it? He is a Jew, too, and almost 
certainly not in sympathy with racialism. 
One just wonders. 


| 


Two anti-nuclear organisations were set up in France Jast month. One, the 
“Ligue Nationale contre la Force de Frappe,” was announced at a press 
conference on March 11. It will concentrate its argument against de Gaulle’s 
independent nuclear weapons programme. 


The other organisation, the “Mouvement contre PArmement Atomique,” was 
announced by Claude Bourdet on March 15. The idea for this took shape on 
Bourdet’s return from the Oxford Conference last January, at which represen- 
tatives of non-aligned peace movements all over the world were represented. 
When Claude Bourdet was in London recently, Adam Roberts interviewed him 
for “ Peace News ” about the new developments in France. 


Do you think the momentum behind the 
anti-Algerian war campaign is really going 
to be carried forward into an anti-nuclear 
campaign ? 


I can’t say yet if this is going to be the 
case. The only thing I can say is that the 
first sticking up of posters around Paris, the 
distribution of these 200,000 leaflets, has 
been very well received. Many people have 
come round and said that’s a good thing, 
c'est trés bien, this sort of thing, which is 
a certain sign of sympathy. A lot of people 
have written to us. I don’t know whether 
this will develop into the same kind of mass 
movement which there was in the war in 
Algeria. But after all you must remember 
that the anti-war movement during the 
Algerian war only really started after four 
or five years. Well, I hope it doesn’t take 
so long for this movement. 


Perhaps you could teli us something of the 
relations and the differences of policy be- 
tween your movement and the other one 
which was set up just recently. 


In France there was an old federation 
(Federation contre l’'Armement Atomique) 
which had been set up by Professor Kastler 
and which was just a confederation of 
organisations. There was no real move- 
ment of individuals against atomic arms. It 
largely depended on the support of the 
pacifist organisations on one side, and the 
World Peace Council movement on the 
other side. It never had much existence, 
which is why we decided about two or three 
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months ago to put up this new Mouvement 
contre l’Armament Atomique which is 
developing quite nicely. 


At about the same time, I should say just 
a little later, there was this idea of Jules 
Moch’s, who is an ex-French Minister and 
a member of the old Socialist Party, and 
still a Deputy, of setting up an organisation 
specifically against the French striking 
force. This is called the Ligue Nationale 
contre la Force de Frappe. 


Of course there was no antagonism between 
the two ideas, and a lot of people who gave 
us their names as sponsors of our organisa- 
tion gave them also to the Jules Moch 
organisation. The only difference is that as 
they do not say that they want to act 
against all nuclear weapons there is a slight 
danger that they are going to be attacked 
by the Gaullists, who will say, you are not 
against other countries having atomic arm- 
aments, but only against France, you are 
anti-French. This might be slightly harm- 
ful. 


Their membership looks very much like 
ours, I mean politically, although I should 
say they are more a committee of person- 
ages, of intcllectuals and politicians, and so 
on, than a movements of militants, which 
our movement has already begun to be. 
We are so near that if they are ready to 
take up the fundamental ideas of the fight 
against all armaments, whether East or 
West, or Franco-German, and if they are at 
the same time non-aligned, that is, they are 
against al] blocs, if they are in favour of 
realistic policies of disengagement, then I 
think a merger could be very easy. We 
have written a letter to them saying this. 
There is still a third organisation which 
works in very close connection with us, the 
chairman of which is a member of our 
committee, it’s the Association for General 
Disarmament and Social Progress of Guy 
Desson. He is a member of the. Parti 
Socialiste Unifié, as I am myself. He is an 
ex-Deputy and has always been very inter- 
ested in disarmament problems. He went 
to the Accra Assembly last June for the 
PSU and his organisation is more con- 
cerned with studying the policy problems. It 
publishes the only peace and disarmament 
bulletin in France. 

How are your relations developing with the 


Mouvement de la Paix (the French branch 
of the World Peace Council) ? 

We don’t know yet. In certain parts of the 
country the Mouvement de la Paix is com- 
pletely in the hands of the Communist 
Party and there are very few people of 
other organisations inside it; there I should 
say the movement will not be very friendly 
towards us. In other parts of the country 
it is not in Communist hands, and very 
often it is in the hands of some of our 
political friends. There also we may have 
some difficulty because these people may 
not realise why another movement is 
needed; but I should say that they under- 
stand that even if they go on working in 
the World Peace Council, which I think 
they should, there is a necessity for an in- 
dependent organisation which they can lean 
on. It will make them and the World Peace 
Council less dependent on Soviet policy. 
This view exists even among some of the 
higher elements of the Mouvement de la 
Paix, 

What are your relations with Action 
Civique Non-Violente? 

We will co-operate with Action Civique 
Non-Violente as we have done in the past. 
But the great majority of the people who 
are likely to join a movement like the 
MCAA or Jules Moch’s League will not be 
non-violent because this special attitude of 
non-violent action is not very popular 
generally in countries which have a Roman 
Catholic majority. Non-violent action is 
mainly a feature of Protestant thinking. 
But there is this smal] minority of non- 
violent actionists who are very courageous. 
They have been very effective in certain 
cases and we think that either they will join 
us as a whole or they will co-ordinate their 
action with us. They are certainly nearer 
to our aims than they are to Jules Moch’s 
League, which looks at the French striking 
force more from a military standpoint. 
What are the main arguments that are used 
in meetings or in the street against your 
campaign? In Britain we get told, well, 
we weren’t ready in 1939, we should have 
been just that much stronger. Do you get 
the same kind of reaction? 

The main argument would be, the others 
have it, why shouldn’t we? - the tradi- 
tional chauvinist line. But then if you 
answer yes, but it costs such a hell of a Iot, 
then the people start being annoyed because 
after all they don't like to lose their little 
francs. 

When you speak to ordinary citizens I think 
what touches them most is that so much 
money is being invested in this striking 
force, the atom plants and so on, and this 
money could be used for other purposes 
such as more housing, better schools, etc. 
But with the young people and students it 
is curious to notice that what many of them 
regret is that the money is not used for 
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Claude Bourdet (right) interviewed by 
Adam Roberts. Photo by John Hop- 
kins ; the photo of Claude Bourdet on 
page 7 is also by John Hopkins. 
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under-developed countries. However, this 
altruistic aspect seems to disappear more or 
less when they get over 21 years of age. 

In Britain one of the main arguments about 
disarmament is whether we will get it by 
unilateral action by people in various 
countries or by multilateral agreement be- 
tween governments. Does this argument 
crop up in France ? 

Yes, but I should say that disarmament 
thinking in France has not become as 
sophisticated as it is in Britain. People are 
starting to think about it, of course, espe- 
cially scientists and intellectuals. I would 
say that we all agree that disarmament must 
be unilateral in countries like Britain and 
France, nuclear disarmament at least. As 
for other countries, we have some people 
who are complete unilateralists, who say 
that Russia should disarm unilaterally, and 
that America should disarm unilaterally, 
but the majority are in favour of disarma- 
ment by stages in the case of America and 
Russia, with the added accent that some 
unilateral measures should be taken. 

Is this the position taken by your organisa- 
tion ? 

Yes. It is a minimum position, you see. 
That way we can have the complete uni- 
lateralist and the semi-unilateralist, 

There are a few people in France, like 
General Gallois, who seem to regard the 
endless spread of nuclear weapons as a 
good thing which would stop all conflict. 
Is this attitude widespread or not? 

I couldn’t tell. It’s certainly a very sophis- 
ticated idea which could only be spread 
among highly sophisticated political and 
military people. 

Do the French have any real fear either of 
a Communist invasion or of a nuclear 
war ? 

I don’t think there is a fear of a Communist 
takeover because I don’t think there is a 
fear of any war. The people are over- 
optimistic. This was very noticeable at the 
time of the Cuban crisis; nobody ran for 
butter and sugar and so on, whereas even 
in other countries, in neutral countries like 
Switzerland, everyone was very frightened. 
But people weren’t frightened in France, 
You can ask, why have the bomb then? 
That is the very centre of the whole affair. 
The bomb is not so much seen as an instru- 
ment for war as an instrument of political 
power. Those in favour of it think that 
once you have the bomb it’s very useful as 
an instrument of power politics; you’re 
going to be greater without war and with- 
out anything happening. 

One of the strongest things to my mind in 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament in 
this country has been that it has had a 
fairly clear strategy of where it is going. 
Up to about 1960 it had a serious hope of 
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1962: non-Communist Easter marcher 
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The Communists and the 


German Easter marches 


Geof Bevan’s articles on CND and the 
Communists (Peace News, January 11, 18 
and 25) touched on an important problem. 
But the British campaign is only part of the 
international Easter march movement, and 
it is therefore advisable that such reports 
be given from as many countries as pos- 
sible m which non-aligned groups are work- 
ing against nuclear weapons in East and 
West. There are no longer any important 
problems for the disarmament movement 
on the national level which are not, at the 
same time, of an international character 
affecting the rest of the world. 


In the dispute between East and West the 
problem of Communist infiltration is of 
particular importance because our move- 
ment has become a mass movement against 
the will of our governments; a mass move- 
ment which is neither under Communist 
control nor Communist influence, Such a 
“people’s movement” must inevitably 
attract the interest of the international 
Communist planners, even though the 
movement is basically democratic and anti- 
totalitarian. Two reasons, above all, are 
sufficient to ensure this interest. 


1. The fact that non-Communist indivi- 
duals have achieved what the Communist 
Party has been trying to do for years: 
that is, to mobilise the masses against the 
so-called bourgeois government. 


2. The fact that there is a measure of 
agreement between the aims of the move- 
ment and the present declared aims of 
Communist policy. 
In West Germany the Communist Party 
(KPD) has been banned since 1956. Organ- 
ised activities are only possible in semi- 
political groups, which have often become 
front organisations. A public admission of 
sympathy with the Communist cause is 
likely to bring widespread social condemna- 
tion and can often bring serious conse- 
quences from the courts. For this reason 
one rarely finds a Communist taking a 
definite position. Underground activity 
forces them into a chameleon-like attitude, 
which causes them to give false motives for 
their actions, Underground activity means, 
because of the numerous Secret Service in- 
formers in our state, camouflage, even dis- 
guise, and frequently lies. Underground 
activity forces those who carry it out into 
a carefully thought-out scheme of operation 
and a highly developed organisational net- 
work which, in the case of the KPD, has 
no equal in West Germany. 


It is therefore not surprising that pro-Com- 
munist groups have been asking the organ- 
isers of the Easter marches from the very 
beginning for permission to occupy respon- 
sible positions in the movement. As the 
initiative for the first German march in 
1960 came from already existing pacifist 
groups which had a clear policy, the help 
of these pro-Communist groups was limited 
to individual co-operation. Two types be- 
came evident: those who worked conscien- 
tiously and devotedly in the planning and 
execution of the march, and those’ who con- 
tinuously acted as exhibitionists, either by 
carrying banners and flags ostentatiously at 
the head of the march or by distributing 
pro-Communist newspapers and _ leaflets. 
Because of the extremely strict discipline 
which was required and kept, this second 
type could make no headway and altered 
its behaviour, 


The Central Council for the Easter marches 
- the supreme German committee - which 
consists of representatives of the regional 


councils and individual representatives of 
the more important supporting groups, 
accepted the financial and propagandist help 
of the following organisations: 


1. Organisations with no common philoso- 
phical basis among its members: World 
Organisation of Mothers of all Nations 
(WOMAN). The League against Atomic 


Damage. 

2. Organisations with a socialist basis : 
German Socialist Student Union (SDS). 
Nature Friends (Socialist German 
Youth). 

3. Organisations with a religious basis: 
Church Fellowships of the Evangelical 
Church. Society of Friends, 

4. Organisations with a pacifist basis: The 


War Resisters’ International. The 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. Conscien- 
tious Objectors’ Union (WRI). German 
Peace Society (WRI), 


Assistance from other groups was not re- 
fused with the intention of thereby creating 
an anti-Communist movement. It was done 
to emphasise the non-aligned policy of the 
Easter march movement and thus to obtain 
the widest possible basis. 


The selection of the sponsors was also done 
consciously with the idea of not asking any 
personality who could be accused of being 
pro-Eastern, ,In the particularly hysterical 
West German situation of today we had no 
other choice if we were to gain the con- 
fidence of the general public. It was made 
quite clear through the unequivocal wording 
of our aims and of our leaflets that the 
Easter marchers were appealing not only to 
their own government but to all the govern- 
ments of the world to take the first steps 
towards nuclear disarmament. 


The Central Council determined the word- 
ing of the main slogans and limited the use 
of others, all groups being required to obey 
this regulation. This made it impossible to 
display banners on the march which could 
possibly misrepresent the intentions of the 
Central Council. A few attempts to use 
pro-Eastern propaganda on leaflets were 
stopped just as quickly as the introduction 
of unauthorised banners and posters sup- 
porting Communist policies. This strict 
principle often brought the march leaders 
into conflict with the marchers. 


Where there were already well-organised 
branches of the independent organisations 
in existence, there were no_ difficulties. 
Where, however, there were no active re- 
presentatives of those organisations in im- 
portant towns, advantage was taken of this 
in a few cases by pro-Eastern groups. In 
Litbeck, for example, the group was led de 
facto by the ex-town secretary of the KPD. 
We asked for his resignation, not because 
he was misrepresenting our aims, but in the 
first place because there was a danger that, 
as a leading KPD official, he could bring 
the movement into disrepute, and, secondly, 
because the group’s books were not in 
order, After discussion the Communist 
agreed to resign and we closed down the 
branch, although the march, which had 
been arranged beforehand, was carried out 
-under the leadership of a member of the 
Central Council. 


In practically every town Communists 
offered their help and joined in the prepara- 
tions enthusiastically, although they were 
rarely accepted for positions of responsi- 
bility. If it became clear that a group 
was under the control of individual Com- 
munists or a KPD group, then the regional 


council stepped in. Because of the good 
and extensive personal relations between 
the individual organisers in the various 
regions there were usually no difficulties 
in reforming the groups in such cases. 
Working class participation varied consid- 
erably from march to march. In purely in- 
dustrial areas (for example, the northern 
march in the Hamburg area and the western 
march in the Ruhr district) workers of all 
ages predominated, and within this majority 
young people were most evident. As the 
socialist movement has its strength in the 
industrial areas the number of Communists 
and fellow-travellers was consequently also 
relatively high, and in some cases, due to 
the reticence of many Social Democrats, was 
often more than 40 per cent. according to 
some estimates. 


The West German press states more baldly 
from year to year that there is no appre- 
ciable Communist infiltration in the move- 
ment, but, almost in direct relationship to 
these statements, the actual Communist par- 
ticipation in the marches grows, This 
created the paradox that we were winning 
public respect, and should therefore have 
had greater participation from the non- 
Communist working class and liberals, while 
an analysis of the march showed that in 
fact there was only a small increase in these 
groups but an ever-increasing participation 
by demonstrators friendly to the KPD. 
Apart from that there were cases of chant- 
ing groups, who in at least one march were 
no longer under the control of the marshals 
and who showed a definite Communist 
trend in their aggressiveness and _ political 
utterances. Although a considerable num- 
ber of the Communist participants accepted 
our discipline and aims, the rest listened 
only to their group leaders. 


This once again proved that the Easter 
march and other campaign activities are 
composed, whether we like it or not, more 
of fairly tightly knit groups than of un- 
organised individuals. It has quite often 
happened that decisions of local or regional] 
councils have been broadcast the following 
day by Communist radio stations in East 
Germany either because Communists have 
close contacts with loquacious council mem- 
bers or because the constitution of indivi- 
dual councils allows their decisions to be 
published in this way. 


A particular difficulty is that a left-wing 


party, the German Peace Union (DFU), sup- 
ports the foreign policy theories of the 
Easter march, calls rather more energetic- 
ally than wisely for preparations for the 
marches, and knows just how to put itself 


in the limelight, As a large number of 
younger Easter marchers are working for 
this small “leftist” party which has not 
managed to get five per cent of all the votes 
cast in any important election, there is a 
distinct danger that we will be identified by 
the general public with the DFU, which is 
regarded as Communist. 


As long as our key positions are occupied 
by clearly independent personalities; as long 
as our policies cannot be interpreted for 
one side or the other and follow a strict 
line of positive neutrality; as long as we 
are neither anti-Soviet nor anti-American, 
but equally against NATO and the Warsaw 
Pact and are anti-totalitarian, there is no 
danger that our movement will turn into an 
auxiliary brigade to further Communist 
objectives. Admittedly one reservation must 
be made: a one-sided alignment can only 
be avoided if our main committees always 
remain a few steps ahead of the Com- 
munists who want to harness us for their 
own purposes. 


That is the situation, as I see it, in which 
we in Western Germany find ourselves. It 
is very difficult for us to work together with 
people of all political beliefs towards our 
common goal, which is far more important 
than the divisions between us, but is not 
always the most important for the Com- 
munists. 

The Easter march will and must be a bridge 
in the East-West dispute, but we will only 
fulfil this purpose when we succeed in per- 
suading the majority of the Communists 
who are working with us - many of whom 
are honourable and well-intentioned - by 
our own example that the most important 
objective of our time is to place the fight 
for human existence above the particular 
differences between our political philoso- 
phies. Our struggle only has a chance of 
success when this solidarity is stronger than 
all else. 


Hans-Konrad Tempel is a schoolmaster im 
Germany and an active member of the Ger- 
man section of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national. He helped to start and is now 
one of the chief organisers of the German 
Easter marches, 
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P.M. Sheldon-Williams 
VERLON’S ALTERNATIVES 


A long time ago modern art turned its back 
upon pictures that tell a story. Except for 
a fleeting interest in surrealism (a special 
case) and German expressionism (which 
took thirty years to attract the British), 
there has been continuous hostility since 
Victorian times to literariness in painting. 


Verlon, the Austro-Swiss collagist, not only 
tells a story in his paintings - he packs 
them with message. Financially speaking, 
this should be a dangerous thing to do. 
But his success as an artist during a six- 
year career has been exceptional. He has 
held one-man shows in Diisseldorf, London, 
New York and Basle, his Paris exhibition 
opens in May, and two more exhibitions 
are confirmed for Milan and Sao Paolo 
later this year, He has also been com- 
missioned by the municipal authorities of 
Vienna to paint four enormous decorative 
panels for the International Student House 
{official opening this June), and next year 
the Austrian Government gives him his first 
retrospective exhibition (100 paintings) in 
the Kiunstlerhaus. 

Not everyone agrees that Verlon deserves 
the position he has carved out for himself 
in the contemporary art world. There are 


Closed, by Verlon, 1960 


those who point out his startling efficiency 
in organising his cultural career - almost 
as if it was a crime. Others fall back on 
clichés like “Easy come easy go.” And 
there has even been a growing criticism of 
his phenomenal output, although fecundity 
has never been regarded as an unqualified 
fault in the past. More sophisticated 
charges have also been Jaid against him - he 
has a “tricky,” artificial style: his success 
is too much of a stunt to swallow; even 
that he is out of tune with his times and 
more truly belongs to the immediate post- 
war era of the "twenties. 


It is true that Verlon arrived very sud- 
denly upon the artistic scene. He was born 
with the name Verkauf in Ziirich in 1917, 
where his father had fled to avoid conscrip- 
tion into the Imperial Austrian Army. 
Zirich in those days was headquarters of 
the Dada movement, a loose association of 
painters, sculptors, poets, musicians, and 
playwrights dedicated to destroy the 
“false values they believed had created 
capitalism and a prosperous middle class 
and, through them, the First World War. 
There were few excesses to which the 
Dadaists would not lend themselves. Al- 
though they painted a moustache on the 
Mona Lisa, recited gibberish verse and 


organised “shocking” and impromptu re- 
vues at the Cabaret Voltaire, there were 
many serious artists among them. They 
were to have a lasting influence upon Ver- 
lon. 

After the armistice the Verkauf family re- 
turned to Vienna, but some years later 
growing activity by the Nazis against 
Liberals, Socialists and Jews warned them 
of the impending Anschluss. They left 
again - this time as illegal immigrants to 
Palestine. 

From the outset Jife in Palestine was a dour 
and degrading process. Verlon could only 
obtain ill-paid casual labour. His longest 
employment was as a gardener. In Jeru- 
salem he met his wife Anne, a_ social 
worker. The pair spent much of their time 
together studying the political systems of 
liberalism and socialism. Verlon also 
started to paint. 

Later he and his wife opened a small book- 
shop. During this period he was carrying 
out experiments, using different media, 
painting in different styles. He felt certain 


he wanted to paint, but he was unsure of 
his ability or whether he would ever earn 
the right to describe himself as an artist. 

Profits from the bookshop allowed him and 
Anne to return to Switzerland, where he 


Claude Bourdet continued from page 5 


gaining control of the Labour Party and, 
thercfore, it saw itself as a very serious 
political force. Would you say that your 
movement has the same kind of definite 
strategy or not? 

No, I don’t think so. Gaining control of 
the old French Socialist Party is quite im- 
possible. Our ideas have been unanimously 
endorsed by the PSU, so there’s no problem 
there. The anti-nuciear, aspect, the anti- 
French striking force aspect, is entirely en- 
dorsed by the French Communist Party. 
There is, of course, never a chance that the 
French Communist Party will take a non- 
aligned position. 

So I don’t think here that you can have the 
same sort of thing, and the strategy I 
should say is different. That is, parties in 


France are not mass parties, first of all 
because trade unions are not included in 
the structure of the parties. Therefore you 
call a party large when it’s got two or three 
hundred thousand members; this means that 
thousands and hundreds of thousands of 
people stay out of the political organisa- 
tions, and even the unions have many fewer 
members than in Britain. The Confédération 
Générale du Travail, the Jargest union, 
which is Communist dominated, has not 
more than 800,000 members. 

If you want to touch the mass of the people 
you can’t count on the parties, you can’t 
even count on the unions, you have to 
touch them individually, So a movement 
like this could be a means of reaching a 
large number of people who are in no way 


connected with parties except by accident- 
ally voting every five years. 


Is there a certain apathy about the ability 
of people to do anything without political 
parties ? 

Of course there is the feeling that nobody 
can do anything against anything. How- 
ever, I should say this feeling has changed 
a little since the great mass rallies during 
the Algerian war. There is the feeling that 
today, if you can get a couple of hundred 
thousand people together, you can impress 
the government; the feeling that this was an 
element which forced de Gaulle to make 
peace is very widespread. In the anti- 
nuclear movement we hope to haye larger 
rallies as soon as possible and to make it 
a real mass movement. 
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entered into partnership with a progressive 
young publisher. By now the determination 
to devote more and more of his life to 
painting was uppermost in his mind. His 
final style was crystallising, and he was more 
concerned with what he should paint than 
how he should paint it. The publishing 
business flourished, and at last he was able 
to make the decision to retire from com- 
mercial life entirely and become a full-time 
artist. 

For the next two years he worked furiously. 
None of his pictures had been publicly 
seen, none were signed. When he tenta- 
tively entered a few canvasses for exhibi- 
tion in a mixed show in Vienna he wanted 
the world to dissociate the artist from the 
publisher. He chose the pseudonym Ver- 
lon. The exhibition was a success. Critics 
praised the new painter; collectors bought 
his work. It was Verlon’s victory. 

Hard times and sociology in Jerusalem had 
tumed Verlon into what he describes as a 
“ militant humanist.” He wanted to focus 
attention on the problems of the age and - 
perhaps - some of their solutions. He 
decided to try out some of the means used 
by the Ziirich Dadaists, but in a person- 
alised and modernised fashion. In particu- 
lar, he chose the medium of collage, the 
use of fragments, often scraps of photo- 
graphs glued to the picture to form an in- 
tegral part of its composition. These he 
tinted with washes of oil colour, and 
scratched and striated the remaining areas 
with the blunt end of the brush. 

Bearing in mind the relegation of so many 
propagandists in the past, he worked to 
strike a balance between impact of ‘“ mes- 
sage” and the painterly qualities of the 
picture itself. Verlon is a careful observer 
of the esthetic values of composition, 
colour, patina and paint. He recognises it 
is not enough to have something to say; 
one should also know the best means with 
which to say it. 

Using unconventional means, he paints the 
vital alternatives of mankind - to build or 
to destroy. This to him is the basic ques- 
tion. His pictures are conscious images of 
vast building projects. Or he will paint a 
vision of technology run mad, the machines 
out of control, with man a helpless slave 
caught in their toils. To show the delicate 
balance that exists - the balance of 
“power” - he paints man desperately try- 
ing to right himself as he sits perched on 
a cavorting one-wheel cycle. Or he pro- 
duces endless vistas, windowed walls behind 
which - nothing. 

The symbol] of man - the last destructible 
thing about him is the skull. Verlon’s 
skulls (they appear in so many of his pic- 
tures) are torn from paper, an irony that 
will escape few who understand the cheap- 
ness with which life is held today. 


P. M. T. Sheldon-Williams is London editer 
of “ Art Voices, New York,” and “ Pictures 
on exhibit, N.Y.” art correspondent of 
“Contemporary Review” and a contributor 
on art subjects te several publications and 
newspapers. 
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Alison Prince 


Portrait of Mrs Marshall doing 


her requisition, by Jill, 6 


Adventure in learning 


An Experiment in Education, by Sybil 
Marshall. (Cambridge University Press, 
25s.) 


Mrs, Marshall once went to sleep in church, 
waking up in the middle of the sermon - 
and no wonder. To be a village school- 
mistress in a litthe Cambridgeshire school of 
25 children aged from four and a half to 
eleven sounds a tranquil life. Beacon 
Readers probably, and nature rambles, jam 
jars and prayers. But Mrs. Marshall made 
of it a new and exciting adventure tn learn- 
ing which would be the envy of every child. 
How she managed to be so unflaggingly 
fresh and inventive, ready to turn any 
chance happening into something richly in- 
teresting, is a mystery. 


Robbed of a university career by the agri- 
cultural depression of the 1930s - which 
among other things deflected her further 
education bursary into the purchase of “a 
beautiful piebald mare” for her father’s 
farm - Sybil Marshall got a job as an un- 
certified teacher. On her very first day she 
took the unprecedented step of tearing up 
the severe white drawing books, so that 
each child should have a single clean sheet 
of paper instead of the whole grubby record 
of smeary pencillings, The tins of powder 
paint and thick hoghair brushes, now stan- 
dard in every school, at that time heralded 
“the new art” of which she knew nothing. 
Daringly, she gave the children blackboard 
chalk, ink, scissors and the mingled dregs 
of old pastels. Little by little the regi- 
mented children relaxed and began to trust 
their own values, always previously con- 
demned as silly or naughty. Teacher and 
children began to learn together, looking at 
their little village with new perception and 
working from the clouds and storms, cows 
and dogs and swans of Kingston towards a 
wonderfully free flow of painting and writ- 
ing and an intimate easiness in history and 
literature which few children ever glimpse. 
The book is easily written, evocative and 
delectable. The autobiographical chapters 
about a fenland childhood and the grim, 
uncertain early teaching days are strongly 
atmospheric. Even here, in the flat, relent- 
less landscape, the child and then the 
woman is intensely aware of natural beauty, 
a quality which is perhaps the mainspring 
of her teaching. Obviously the unique 


thing which she gave to her children was a 
real sensitivity to the strength and oldness 
of the country. 


It is quite difficult not to be swept away by 
this book. Even the blurb suggests that the 
small country school is an irreplaceable 
gem in our educational system and admit- 
tedly it would be a hardened progress-lover 
indeed who could deny a pang of sadness 
at the end of the book when the little 
school is abruptly sentenced to extinction. 
Nevertheless, the size of the school is not 
quite the essential point. A brilliant 
teacher like Mrs. Marshall can make an 
inspired oasis in the dullest large school 
even though her influence must be limited 
by rigid timetabling and indeed the very 
presence of other teachers. There is a 
tremendous attraction about the idea of 
taking a whole school out for a day by the 
brook to dabble fingers and see kingfishers, 
recording it all Jater in vivid writing and 
pictures. 


“When I put my hand in, the water goes 
over my fingers and looks like a lot of 
smal] waterfalls together.” 


Perhaps it is the primary school teacher’s 
reward for the perpetual preparation and no 
free periods for marking that she has this 
sense of sharing discovery. Only in the 
secondary school is the everlasting question 
asked, “ Yes, but what is it for?” 


Every art teacher will warm to Mrs, Mar- 
shall’s pyactica] advice section. How many 
training colleges send out students well 
primed in the art of organising a painting 
lesson or basketry or even (“careful about 
the mess ”) clay modelling; but how few of 
them know how to cope when the paint 
and the requisition money run out, or just 
what can be done with crumpled newspaper 
and cut-up glossy magazines. Poetry is no 
airyfairy thing to Mrs. Marshall and her 
feet are firmly on the ground, She con- 
tends that children only learn if things be- 
come real to them, and so a home-made 
island cut in layers explained what contours 
meant, and when the playground was re- 
surfaced a huge painted map of Cambridge- 
shire disappeared under the tarmac. 


Perhaps the most interesting part of the 
book deals with the development of the 
“Symphonic Method.” This rather grand 


title is not in fact pretentious, because the 
whole scheme arose from the children’s 
spellbound first hearing of Beethoven’s 
Pastoral Symphony. This became the main- 
spring of a vast output of amazingly fresh, 
excited work. 

That Mrs. Marshall began teaching with 
absolutely no training was perhaps a 
stimulus to her courage and unorthodoxy. 
Most teachers, trained or untrained, facing 
such stultifying conditions of poverty, in- 
experience and official disapproval would 
take the easy way out. A rigid formula 
looks after itself and needs nothing more 
than reinforcement. Yet the word “ disci- 
pline” never occurs throughout the book; 
they seem to have been too busy to bother 
with all that nonsense. 

Mrs, Marshall is reticent about her personal 


life. A casual mention of her six-months- 
old baby when she first became a village 
schoolmistress adds an almost nightmarish 
sense of pressure on her life at that time; 
and it is splendidly right that when, after 
eighteen years, the little school was closed, 
she was offered a bursary to read English 
at Cambridge as a “mature student,” sub- 
sequently becoming a lecturer in education 
at Sheffield University. 

And in one small village, although the 
children’s voices no longer ring from the 
schoolroom’s high window, the old men 
reckon that things have changed since they 
were lads, and, as one said, “If there wa’ 
anybody as I ’ated . . . it wa’ my school- 
teacher, I'd as leave a met the bloody 
davvle a coming down the street, as I'd a 
met ’er.” 


Faith Raven AFRICAN STU DIES 


Politics and Law in South Africa, Essays 
on Race Relations by Julius Lewin. 
(Merlin Press, 16s.) 


Julius Lewin’s book is a collection of short 
essays which have appeared in different 
magazines over the last ten years. Their 
theme is the interaction of what he sees as 
the three predominant forces in South Afri- 
can life - Africaner nationalism, African 
nationalism and English economic interests. 
He gives a short history of this interaction 
and then draws some interesting political, 
legal and social conclusions, 


Lewin sees a sharp dichotomy between the 
political power held by the Africaners and 
the economic power held by the English. 
The English have accepted this division be- 
cause they consider their economic interests 
best served by the avoidance of conflict. 
They have acquiesced in the progressive 
suspension of the rule of law, which is an 
inescapable consequence of racist policies. 
The Africaners are trying to extend their 
dominance to the economic sphere, and, 
having already won the political battle, they 
can hardly be prevented. Even English pre- 
dominance in the legal field is dwindling. 
South African public law was originally 
founded in nineteenth century English con- 
cepts of legal equality. Africaner lawyers 
prefer the theory that the courts sbould 
interpret the law to bolster administrative 


practice. This view is gaining ground to 
counteract the challenge of African nation- 
alism, 


The story of the rise of African nationalism 
is well known. Until recently Africans re- 
acted very variously to the opposition to 
their advancement. The moderates believed, 
until the Nationalist victory of 1948, that 
they would succeed by negotiation. But the 
consequent legislative application of the 
policy of apartheid united not only the 
African but also the Indian and coloured 
leaders into a nationalist force. This led to 
a progressive eclipse of white liberal influ- 
ence. Liberal policies were too moderate 
and restrained. The whites who retained 
most influence were a few Communists like 
Sam Kahn, who uncompromisingly rejected 
all forms of racialism - the Africans turned 
to individual Communists rather than to 
Communism as a doctrine. The wide appli- 
cation of the “ Suppression of Communism 
Act” and the subsequent measures to re- 
strict individual freedom have united many 
diverse elements in opposition to apartheid. 
Is the union strong enough to make its 
opposition effective ? Constitutional methods 
of change are being steadily eroded. Lewin 
discusses and dismisses the possibility of re- 
volution. He does not find in the South 
African situation those conditions which 
have preceded other revolutions. The Afri- 


cans have no access to modern weapons, 
and any nation-wide rising would depend 
upon their ability te subvert a large section 
of the existing armed forces. This would be 
impossible; soldiers and policemen are 
among the most ardent supporters of the 
Government’s racialist policies. 


Lewin’s book has many passages of succinct 
and penetrating analysis of the South Afri- 
can scene, but the situation it tries to 
describe is too complex for a short survey. 
The articles were written at different times 
and for different periodicals, and though the 
attempt has been made to relate one to the 
next many ends are inevitably left untied. 
Nevertheless the book is a very valuable 
contribution. 


Asians in East Africa, by George Delf. 
(Institute of Race Relations and Oxford 
University Press, 6s.) 


This is an interesting monograph on the 
history and present situation of Asians in 
East Africa. It is, however, too packed 
with facts to be easily readable and its con- 
clusions are not always clear. 


The uneasy growth of the Asian community 
among the racial conflicts of Kenya is con- 
trasted with the easier passage in Uganda 
and Tanganyika. But in the last two or 
three years the importance of this contrast 


has diminished. The Asians in all three 
territories have now to come to terms with 
the African majority. They are very vul- 
nerable. Africans tend both to envy their 
economic position and to dislike their social 
introversion. 


The outcome is uncertain. What are the 
preconditions of success? The most im- 
portant is an expanding economy, because 
only as employment and wealth expand will 
there be enough opportunities for Africans 
without the victimisation of Asians. Asians 
tend to secure jobs, especially in trade and 
the public services, just ahead of Africans. 
Only if there is work for all will jealousy 
give place to a mutual understanding of 
social and religious habits. 


The cohesion of Asian communities is based 
on a hard core of tradition, which is quite 
incomprehensible to the African. For 
peaceful integration the onus will be on the 
Asians, as the minority group, to open their 
minds and accept as equals those who have 
no knowledge of their customs. Mr. Delf 
is a great admirer of the Asian community 
and hopes that this can be attained without 
damage to Asian self-confidence and 
culture. 


Faith Raven is author of “Central Africa: 
Background to Argument,” published by the 
Africa Bureau. 


Direct action interests 
Russian students 


E. P. Menon and Satish Kumar, the Indian 
peace campaigners who are marching from 
New Delhi to Moscow and Washington, are 
now on their way from Moscow to Warsaw, 
E. P. Menon writes : 

Moscow, March 13. Here we are in the 
Soviet capital, the first destination of our 
march. We had a very good walk through 
the two southern republics of the USSR 
until mid-February; then the weather dete- 
riorated and we flew to Moscow, During 
our one-and-a-half month walk in the 
Soviet Union we had an excellent oppor- 
tunity to come into the closest contact with 
the common people and study their life and 


Information 
for peace 


The Canadian Peace Research Institute an- 
nounced a new service last month: it is 
making abstracts from important articles in 
some 325 journals, including Peace News. 
The CPRI abstracts cover weapons, strategy, 
arms contro] and disarmament, conflict and 
tension, crisis areas, and ten other headings. 
L. Ray Silver, of the Canadian Peace Re- 
search Institute, writes: 


“These peace research abstracts are pro- 
viding in this new field of applied social 
sciences the sort of service that has long 
been established for such disciplines as 
psychology. It is even more essential to 
peace research because information in this 
field is scattered among so many different 
disciplines. 

“The institute abstracts are still in the 
early stage of development. Yet the 5,000 
references already compiled represent a 
core of knowledge for workers in this field. 
Literature searches and/or copies of specific 
abstracts can now be provided by the In- 
stitute at a nominal charge. 

“ At the same time several more abstractors 
are needed.” 

A thorough listing of existing peace re- 
search institutes and an account of their 
various activities is obtainable in the first 
issue of the new International Newsletter 
on Peace Research, 

Sample copies may be obtained from Elise 
Boulding at 820 East Washington Street, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA. The news- 
letter will be issued three times a year, the 
annual subscription being one dollar. 
Lloyd Wilkie, publisher of thé International 
Peace/Disarmament Directory, has an- 
nounced that Peace News readers can have 
copies at a special cheap rate of 50 cents 
per copy (3s 6d or five international postal 
coupons) if payment accompanies the order. 
His address is 327 Dayton Street, Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, USA. 


£3500 wanted 


As their contribution to the Freedom from 
Hunger campaign, the British Section of the 
Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom has undertaken to provide the first 
year’s farm equipment for an Agricultural 
College and Short Course Centre to be built 
in Swaziland, the smallest of the three 
British protectorates in southern Africa. The 
college will initially train 24 men per year 
in a two-year diploma course in general 
agriculture. The Short Course Centre will 
train at least 300 adults per year, including 
women. 

The cost of the whole scheme will be nearly 
a quarter of a million pounds. In the words 
of a senior official on the spot: “It will 
transform the country’s agriculture in ten 
years.” The farm equipment which the 
WILPF has promised to provide will cost 
£3,500 - to be raised by 1964. Any financial 


support will be gratefully received at 
WILPF, 29 Great James Street, W.C.1. 
Cheques payable to “ WILPF-FFHC.” 


Call to Women. 


X Certificate 


Six Quaker peace posters are marked “X” 
(unecceptable for display by British Rail- 
ways) on the spring list issued this week by 
the Northern Friends Peace Board, 

Latest addition to the ‘“X” category is a 
poster which says: “Every missile made is 
a theft from those who are hungry.” 


Advertisement copy and details for Diary, 
Intended for publication in Peace News 
dated April 19, must be received by Wed- 
nesday, April 10 at she latest. 


thoughts. One thing I am convinced of is 
that the common people here realise the 
horrible consequences of nuclear war and 
therefore they are ever ready to renounce 
the deadly weapons they possess in this 
country. The deplorable economic strain 
on the people today could be removed and 
the socialist construction of the country ad- 
vanced. That’s why it seems to me that the 
Soviet Union can take and is taking com- 
paratively more favourable steps towards 
disarmament and peace. 


We had about ninety minutes discussion 
with the chairman of the Supreme Soviet, 
Mr. Spiridonov, but we waited in vain for 
an interview with Mr. Khrushchev, He 
was kind enough, however, to give us a 
written message of encouragement. 


We got an opportunity to address the 
students of Moscow University and the 
People’s Friendship University. It is very 
encouraging to note that the younger gener- 
ation is getting interested in the pacifist 
movements and the methods of direct action 
and individual protest. You will be sur- 
prised to hear that about half a dozen 
Russian students are ready to join us to 
walk to Europe and USA, but they are 
afraid of the practical difficulties in getting 
permission from the government, etc. We 
are starting from Moscow in a day or two 
on our march to Warsaw, Berlin, Paris, 
London, and Washington. It will take a 
month and a half to reach the Polish 
border. The copies of Peace News and 
other pamphlets reached us in time, they 
have been of much use. Many thanks. 


Danish-German 
border march 


A special appeal has been issued by Hans- 
Konrad Tempel on behalf of the German 
Easter March Committee. It concerns the 
march which will link up with a Danish 
march and will involve a double crossing of 
the Danish-German border. Last year, he 
reports, the German authorities refused 
entry to some twenty Danish campaigners 
who pniched to join the German Easter 
march. 


Mr. Tempel feels that a truly international 
contingent will help this year’s march to 
achieve its object, and hopes that a large 
number of British and other marchers will 
be at the start at Flensburg on the morning 
of Easter Saturday. His address is: Oster- 
marsch der Atomwaffengegner, Arbeiters- 
gruppe Hamburg, Hamburg 36, Grosse 
Bleichen 23/27. (Tel. 34 66 79.) 


Coexistence 


Last Saturday Marshal Chen Yi, Chinese 
Foreign Minister, accused India of having 
“stepped up its war preparations with 
Imperialist aid.” He said that India had 
repeatedly rejected the Chinese Govern- 
ment’s peaceable suggestions for negotia- 
tions, 


In New Delhi, Mr. Nehru said Jast Satur- 
day that China might be contemplating fur- 
ther aggressive action against India at a 
time of China’s choosing. Mr. Nehru said 
the Indian Government had “ received re- 
Hable information of additional troops in 
Tibet, of projects of further road construc- 
tion along our borders, and of the requisi- 
tion of Tibetan villagers, pack animals, 
etc., by the Chinese armed forces in Tibetan 
areas to the north of our border.” - The 
Scotsman, March 25. 


News in brief 


The headmaster of Torquay Grammar 
School has put a ban on the wearing of 
nuclear disarmament badges by his pupils 
on the grounds that the subject is “too 
controversial.” 


Bournemouth CND raised £216 for the 
Freedom From Hunger Campaign in a 36- 
hour fast and vigil on the weekend of 
March 24. 

Members of the East Anglia Committee of 
100 fasted in Norwich for twelve hours on 
March 23 against nuclear weapons and 
raised £110 for the Freedom from Hunger 
Campaign. 

A new United Nations report advises gov- 
ernments. to question the use of the death 
penalty. Drafted by a committee of eight 
experts, the report states that suspension of 
the death penalty does not have the imme- 
diate effect of appreciably increasing crime. 
- New York Times, March 19. 
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CND in Greece 


Members of the Greek “ Bertrand Russell Committee of 100°”, who are 


organising Greece’s first anti-nuclear march, from Marathon to Athens, which 


will take place a week after Easter. 


Conference seeks amnesty for 
Greek political prisoners 


A conference for the general amnesty of 
political prisoners and exiles in Greece was 
held on March 23 and 24 in the Palais 
d'Orsay in Paris. Fifty-three delegates 
attended from Britain, including five MPs 
and several trade unionists. There were 
also delegates from 15 other countries, and 
messages were received from Lord Boyd 
Orr, the Bishop of Woolwich, Lord Chorley, 
Miles Malleson, Bessie Braddock, MP, Bob 
Edwards, MP, Sir Compton Mackenzie and 
many others. 


There are 1,200 political prisoners in 


Library ban 


Together with three other local libraries, 
Jarrow-upon-Tyne Library has given a firm 
“No” to a request from our area repre- 
sentative, Denzil Webb, that Peace News be 
displayed in the reading rooms concerned. 
None of the librarians has offered any 
explanation of their reasons for the ban. 


Twenty-eight-year-old Ron Evans, former 
councillor and chairman of Jarrow Library 
Committee, said: 


“TI did my utmost to convince my com- 
mittee that Peace News would be a worth- 
while publication to make available in our 
libraries, but other voices won the day, It 
is this sort of attitude that gravely disturbs 
me, especially when Socialist voices are 
raised against pacifism. It is for like 
reasons that I have tendered my resigna- 
tion. I shall probably contest my vacant 
seat.as an independent and be in a position 
to speak my mind as I feel, and not as a 


party cog.” 


‘The Warfare State’ . 


Fred J. Cook’s analysis of American nuclear 
politics is now published in England under 
the title “ The Warfare State.” Based on 
the famous article which appeared in a 
special issue of the New York Nation late 
in 1961, The Warfare State, with an intro- 
duction by Bertrand Russell, is published 
by Jonathan Cape at 25s, It will be re- 
viewed in a forthcoming issue of Peace 
News, 


Greece, many of whom have been im- 
prisoned for as long as eighteen years, and 
in appalling conditions. Of these 1,200 
there is not one prisoner with a clean 
medical card. The 406 prisoners in the 
Aegina Prison suffer from 1,315 complaints. 
In the Eptapyrgon Prison (Salonica)} the 60 
prisoners suffer from about 200 serious 
diseases. 


As a result of the conference, an Inter- 
national] Committee is to be set up in Paris 
and a bureau in London; national commit- 
tees are also to be established, 


The Greek poet and journalist, Manolis 
Glezos, who was recently freed from im- 
prisonment, will be coming to Britain on 
April 9, and will be taking part in the 
Aldermaston march. 


CND opponent 
for Maudling 


Mr. Maudling, who represents Barnet, will 
have an anti-bomb opponent at the general 
election. He is Mr. Norman Feltz, aged 27, 
a company director, who lives at Totteridge, 
Herts. Mr. Feltz will oppose Mr. Maudling 
as a Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
candidate, He is planning a three-day fast 
on Totteridge Green to draw attention to 
what he calls “ the right of electors to vote 
on a moral issue.” - The Guardian, April 1. 


Manolis Glezos 


Greek Resistance hero freed from jail 
by world-wide protests 


ST. PANCRAS TOWN HALL 
WEDNESDAY APRIL 10 7.30 
Greek songs, dances. Adm. free 


Org : Greek Amnesty Conference 
Continuing Committee 


10 -Peace News Aopril 5 1963 


J. Allen Skinner 


Telegrams against brinkmanship 


Unarmed Victory, by Bertrand Russell. 
(Penguin Special 2s 6d.) 

As the tension increased during the acute 
crisis over Cuba last October, it is possible 
that at the moment of final decision Presi- 
dent Kennedy might have realised that it 
was better not to take the irreparable step 
towards the general destruction of the 
human race just to avoid a possible future 
threat to American security. 

It is possible, but we do not know whether 
it would have happened. Basic relation- 
ships between the powers are linked to the 
assumption that the leaders of one of them 
will take this fatal step. We will never 
know whether Mr. Kennedy would have 


drawn back from the action that would 
have precipitated the destruction of 
humanity, because Mr. Khrushchev did so 
first. 

This particular exercise in brinkmanship 
came to an end, and, as Bertrand Russell 
remarks in his Penguin Special Unarmed 
Victory, “ During a brinkmanship contest 
nobody in any part of the world can be 
confident of existing a week hence.” 

After this narrow escape from disaster there 
would have been more hope that the world 
might avoid such a disaster in the future 
if the unilateral withdrawal by the Russian 
Government were generally recognised as 
evidence of a greater sense of responsibility 


Arthur Clutton-Brock 


THE HIGHBROW AND 


THE TANK 


Arthur Clutton-Brock was an essayist, critic 
and journalist who died in 1924. This essay 
was originally published in his “Essays on 
Life ” (Methuen, 1925) and is reprinted here 
by kind permission of the publishers. 


In the streets of London I came suddenly 
the other day upon an allegory unmeant, 
unconscious, yet so plain to see, that it 
seemed to ve speaking itself to me, and I 
wondered that everyone did not stop to 
look and listen. It was to the north of the 
British Museum, where there is a new front, 
or back ~ learned, accomplished, but a little 
prim and lifeless, with its row of Ionic 
columns, all from a remote and foreign 
past and all insisting that they are the 
adornment and outward and visible sign of 
an inward place of learning. But opposite 
to this facade, placed there by the Govern- 
ment with some dim notion of pleasing the 
people and expressing martial triumph, is 
a tank, looking perfectly itself and all that 
it means - ugly, disreputable and destruc- 
tive, with its guns pointed at the facade, 
and with the words Ole Bill painted on it. 


Now the allegory which forced itself upon 
me - for I did not stand there trying to 
Taw a lesson from this curious contrast 
and confrontation - was the opposition be- 
tween culture, scholarship, all that we mean 
by the word “highbrow,” and all that we 
mean by the phrase “the natural man.” 
The tank was the natural man, as we con- 
ceive him now, and as we encourage him in 
ourselves, man developed through ages into 
an instrument of offence and destruction, 
with no expressive purpose whatever, with 
mo art, and a science all directed to the 
struggte for life, or death, but still with this 
vestige of humanity in him that he can 
make a joke about himself. The joke on 
the tank was reduced to a catchword or 
symbol; the words Ole Bill expressed 
merely the intention to be funny, or the 
notion that this is a funny world; but still 
they were there, irrelevant to the ugly pur- 
pose of the tank and all its perverted in- 
genuity; still they asserted, what the prim 
facade seemed to deny or ignore, that there 
is such a thing as laughter in the world; 
and against the facade they asserted the 
present moment for whatever it is worth. 


It seemed to me part of the allegory and 
its unconscious irony that the state itself 
has contrived this contrast - meaning noth- 
ing at all, unaware that it is pointing any 
moral, that it is expressing the division of 
aims, of personality even, which makes our 
whole society so bewildering and futile. 
For the highbrow and the natural man are 
not really two different classes of people; 
they are two tendencies, each of which may 
be in every one of us -_ tendencies that 
ought to work together harmoniously, and 
correct and enrich each other, whereas in 
fact they remain apart and in conflict. That 
facade - with its refusal to express any 
practical or structural purpose, its pretence 
to be a Greek temple when it is a British 


Museum, above all its unsmiling monotony 
- is all that the natural man resents in the 
word “highbrow ”; while the tank, purely 
practical without a thought of beauty, in- 
deed with a makeshift and contented ugli- 
ness, but still with a grin painted across its 
disreputable face, is all that the highbrow 
fears and shrinks from in the natural man. 
And with reason, for, if we were all natural 
men and nothing more, we should soon 
make an end of everything worth having 
and of ourselves as well. But if we were 
all merely highbrows, well, there would be 
no one to support us and our museums, 
and even if we did not starve, we should, 
I fear, soon grow weary of our stuffed and 
dried paradise. 


William Morris, among many more violent 
terms of abuse, had one that was mild but 
deadly, He would call any work of art that 
expressed a false and empty notion of 
beauty a “silly heaven,” and he knew that 
nothing discourages the mind or wastes it 
more than these silly heavens which 
abound. For whatever our theological be- 
liefs, we cannot do without some conscious 
or unconscious idea of heaven; and our con- 
flict between the highbrow and the natural 
man comes from the fact that the word 
“highbrow ” does express a kind of silly 
heaven against which the natural man rebels 
without being able to imagine a better 
heaven of his own. If he could do that he 
would not resent the highbrows, and they 
would soon cease to exist, for there would 
be nothing in the natural man to frighten 
or disgust them. But the natural man is 
frightening and disgusting because he is, 
unnaturally, inhumanly without an idea of 
heaven, and because, lacking it, he is a 
trouble to himself. What he produces is 
not some matter-of-fact and rational, if dull, 
order of society, but tanks and things like 
them. He does not follow Voltaire’s advice 
and cultivate his garden - only those who 
have a rich notion of paradise do that - 
he lays waste the gardens of other men and 
becomes a beast of prey because he fears 
to be the prey of others. And his sup- 
pressed, unconscious, despairing desire for 
a heaven he can believe in expresses itself 
only in that laughter with which he rejects 
the silly heavens that are offered to him 
and tries to endure the hell which he makes 
of this world. 

If you want to think that I myself am here 
giving way to highbrow gloom, consider all 
the associations of the words Ole Bill 
painted on a tank, and consider also the 
fact that we are making little effort to 
change the world in which all those asso- 
ciations are possible, the world of the 
natural, or tank-man. And why are we 
making no such effort, all together and 
with a fixed resolve that such things shall 
never happen again? Because we have no 
clear notion of the kind of world that we 
would desire instead of this one. And all 
we can do is to laugh at this one and also 
at the silly heavens that the highbrows offer 
to us. 


to the human race than President Kennedy 
had shown up to that point. Unfortunately 
the affair has been treated since with 
criminal levity by many journalists and 
politicians who have represented the out- 
come as a victory for the US Government’s 
“firmness” instead of as the result of the 
Russian Government's greater sense of re- 
sponsibility and common sense. 


In this book Bertrand Russell sets out the 
record of his activities during the Cuban 
crisis and in the course of the Sino-Indian 
dispute. It is not a big book, but it pro- 
vides a very useful account of develop- 
ments during that crucial period. The stark 
fact is that the only tendency towards uni- 
lateralism that the Western powers have so 
far manifested is a unilateral self-righteous- 
ness. The Communist Governments have a 
similar proclivity, but they are no match 
for the Western powers. 


There is reason to believe that the US 
Government was exaggerating the power of 
the weapons that the Russians were in- 
stalling in Cuba, but its objection to them 
was that they were aggressive weapons - 
they threatened the cities of the USA. But 
in characterising them thus President Ken- 
nedy was pronouncing a moral condemna- 
tion of the whole network of nuclear bases 
and Polaris submarines that the US has 
spread across the world. As Bertrand Rus- 
sell remarks: “If nuclear bases are intoler- 
able in Cuba they are intolerable every- 
where.” 


One does not need to have any inclination 
towards Communism to see that the biggest 
threat to world peace has now become the 
monstrous self-righteousness of American 
public opinion, combined with the self- 
interested hypocrisy of the American poli- 
tical Right; and that this is supported by 
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the sycophantic complacency of a big sec- 
tion of British public opinion with Lord 
Home as a notable and depressing example. 
In this book one can find the various state- 
ments that Bertrand Russell, generally un- 
availingly, issued to the press. The 
Guardian shows up pretty badly in this 
record, but the worst example is provided 
by The Sunday Times, This newspaper 
asked Bertrand Russell for a copy of a 
letter he had received from Chou En-lai 
arising out of the dispute with India. 
Bertrand Russell agreed to supply this only 
on condition that it should be published in 
full. This condition was accepted by The 
Sunday Times, which further asked for an 
outline of the approaches that had led up 
to it. Having received the letter and the 
supplementary information on these terms 
The Sunday Times then felt it to be con- 
sistent with its journalistic standards to 
publish an account based on this informa- 
tion with a mere reference to the Chou 
En-lai letter. 


The account of the approaches to the 
Indian Government in the border dispute 
makes sorry reading. A letter of December 
4 from Mr, Nehru was accompanied by a 
stipulation that it should be kept privata 
If we could have the full contents of this 
letter it might be possible to understand 
how India had come to permit her attitude 
in this business to destroy her great influ- 
ence in the world as a non-aligned peace- 
seeking nation and to provide the grotesque 
contrast between its present jingoism and 
its earlier following of the teachings of 
Gandhi. In one communication Nehru had 
evidently urged the necessity of encouraging 
nationalistic emotions in order to get the 
right psychological climate to assist in 
building up India industrially. The out- 
come has been tragic. 


The Labour Party 


I was very pleased that Peace News (March 
29) published Frank Allaun’s article on 
Harold Wilson. After your distorted 
editorial on March 11 with its all-out attack 
on the Labour Party, including its friends 
and the whipless five MPs, only a full diary 
stopped me going to my newsagent and 
cancelling my order for Peace News. I 
wee taken it regularly since September, 
39. 


Can I ask you to become the paper which 
you once were? Will you act as a paper 
for the whole pacifist movement, reporting 
fairly the activities of those who choose to 
exert an influence through political parties, 
the churches, and other institutions ? So 
often these days Peace News appears to be 
the mouthpiece of an extreme wing of the 
Committee of 100. 


As I have previously pointed out in letters 
to your paper, the only party that is likely 
to have pacifists or CND supporters in this 
or the next Parliament is the Labour Party, 
which you continually attack. 
May I ask you two questions: 1. Why did 
Peace News fail to publicise the excellent 
oews that one of the most outspoken 
leaders of CND, Anthony Greenwood, has 
become vice-chairman of the Labour Party 
and is likely to be its chairman in election 
year? 2. What has happened to INDEC, 
which was launched last year in Peace 
News with a fanfare of trumpets ? 
As the General Election approaches, is it 
too much to ask Peace News to start bagk- 
ing its friends who are likely to be candi- 
dates and who are speaking out for uni- 
lateralism on every possible occasion some- 
times at two or three meetings a week ? 
Ron Huzzard, 
Prospective Labour Candidate, 
Chislehurst Constituency, 
37 Hollingworth Road, 
Petts Wood, Kent. 
The Editor replies: 

1. This had already been widely reported. 

2. News of INDEC is expected soon. 

3. INDEC was nor launched in Peace 

News. 


The trouble with Frank Allaun’s article in 
last week's Peace News is his assumption 
that nobody has learnt anything from the 
events of the last few years. His reference 
to the Labour Party as a “mass move- 
ment” reveals that he is suffering from the 
common affliction of Members of Parlia- 
ment these days; he is just not: “ with it.” 

Allaun contends that the situation in the 
Labour Party has been transformed by the 
change of leader and that activity within 
the party can transform it into a peace 
party. This implies that the failure to make 
Labour the peace party after Scarborough 


Reading fast 


Fasters collecting money for the Freedom 
from Hunger Campaign have reported that 
people are eager to give, and seem to have 
been looking for just such an opportunity. 


I wish the same could be said about this 
appeal, and while I don’t begrudge the 
fasters their success at all, I do admire, 
even envy, them for it. 


Not that I would recommend you to fast 
for “Peace News,” on the principle that 
you shouldn’t tell others to do what you’re 
not prepared to do yourself. But you could 
give up something else instead. Other news- 
papers, for example. Think how much we 
would gain from money not spent on the 
“Sheringham Weekly Advertiser,” or the 
“ Carnivores’ Gazette.” Only a little sac- 
tifice, and if you’re a real addict, you can 
always go along to the public library and 
read for free. 


ROD PRINCE 
total since February 1 


£349 


contributions this week £19 5 6 
we need £5000 by February 1964 
Please make cheques etc payable 
to Lady Clare Annesley Treasurer 
Peace News 5 Caledonian Road 
London N1 


was mainly due to the attitude of its leader. 
But surely Mr. Gaitskell does not deserve 
all the blame. The victory of the night 
wing was just as much due to the failure of 
the Jeft to stand its ground when faced with 
a determined onslaught from the right. 


The reasons for this failure were twofold: 
the. Labour left is entirely dependent upon 
the Labour Party for its position and, there- 
fore, couldn't face a challenge which 
might have resulted in its expulsion; and 
the peace forces in the Labour Party were 
too weak, both in numbers and personnel, 
to successfully challenge the leadership. 
This experience should be enough to dis- 
illusion anyone who thinks that the easy 
way out for CND is merely to capture the 
Labour Party. As Frank Allaun truly says, 
“Events are great educators.” 


The prerequisites for further advance of 
CND policies are the extension of public 
support and the attraction of new people 
into active participation. Neither of these 
things will be helped if CND supporters 
tum their backs upon the public and bury 
themselves in the Constituency Labour 
Parties. Heaven help us if we exchange the 
work of mass education for that of esoteric 
maneuvring within the Labour Party 
machine. 


Nobody should deny that the election of 
Harold Wilson is to be welcomed, but to 
pretend that his election has transformed 
the situation is to seriously mislead the 
movement. The left Labour MPs have an 
important role to play, but it is not so im- 
portant that we can afford to subordinate 
CND to their tactical needs. For example, 
the proposal put forward by INDEC that 
parliamentary elections should be contested 
under certain circumstances obviously does 
not find favour with Frank Allaun and his 
friends, but it will, I believe, greatly help 
the CND cause. 

John Head, 

Secretary, Twickenham INDEC, 

81 Cambridge Crescent, 

Teddington, Middx. 


World Peace Council 


Surely Professor Bernal (letters, March 22) 
is just playing with us. Surely he under- 
stands the real difference between the World 
Peace Council and the International Con- 
federation for Disarmament and Peace. If 
not, a glance at our statement of principles 
and aims might be rewarding, 


There he can read “‘ Member organisations 
of the confederation should actively oppose: 
1. The testing, manufacture, stock-piling 
and use of nuclear weapons by every 
country, including their own. 


2. All nuclear bases, including the use of 
their own territory for this purpose. 


3. All countries’ of all 
nuclear alliances. 


4. The spread of nuclear weapons to any 
new powers or blocs. 


This is the heart of the matter. The WPC 
has made no such express declaration be- 
cause it has a profoundly different concep- 
tion of the role of the peace movement. 


Although the Internationa] Confederation is 
divided by many differences of opinion (and 
who would want it any other way ?) it is 
united in its opposition to nuclear power 
politics of all sorts, and its belief in uni- 
lateral initiatives and direct action for all 
member organisations. Could the WPC 
meet these conditions for membership? If 
not, why not ? 


These are the differences that exist, and 
they should be thoroughly discussed, and 
not oppressed by waving the wand of unity 
over them. Supporting “ complete disarma- 
ment” is not the answer in itself. Khrush- 
chev, Kennedy and Macmillan all “ support 
complete disarmament,” yet have done pre- 
cious little to achieve it. Therefore, if the 
peace movement is not to bog down in irre- 
levance, methods must also be discussed. 
They will be discussed in the International 
Confederation. Will they be in the WPC ? 
Barry Gorden, 

5 K6ln-Bickendorf, 

Schlendornweg 2, 

Germany. 


membership 


Israeli arms 


We have had quite a good deal of excite- 
ment in Israel concerning the German 
scientists and their doings in Egypt. We 


were told in our local newspapers that these ' 


people are using their fantastic capacities in 


Letters to 
the Editor 


order to accomplish killing in a most 
hideous manner. The weapons they are 
working on are mainly aimed at the newly 
founded Jewish state, 


The present policies of the Israeli Govern- 
ment are founded mainly on the desire to 
keep up to the standard of destructive 
equipment our neighbours gather with great 
assiduity. Does this mean to say that the 
nation which only 20 years ago suffered 
the loss of six million of its population in 
the most hair-raising circumstances will 
soon be in possession of the same, if not 
still worse, methods of killing that were 
tried on its own body so r2cently ? 


It is a shame that a 1[4-year-old nation 
should reach so base a position in so short 
a while just because it doesn’t find, or 
better say, it doesn’t wish to accept any 
positive way of bringing its neighbours to 
its own standards instead of competing with 
them. 

Hyman Oriel Truth-seeker Davis, 

37 Hasadot St., 

Kfar Shmaryahn, 

Israel, 


RAF man against war 


It was not until about six months ago that 
1 first began to think seriously about 
nuclear warfare and the horrible disaster 
which would strike the world if such a war 
should begin. 

I have now fully embraced the doctrines of 
pacifism. This being so, I cannot carry on 
any longer serving in the Royal Air Force, 
a force which I believe would exterminate 
millions of men, women and children in the 
event of a war. 

With this in mind I cannot possibly assist 
and further the inhuman system I find my- 
self a member of. I must, therefore, cease 
work in the Royal Air Force. The two 
junior technicians from RAF Locking had 
my full admiration when they made their 
stand against nuclear weapons, My beliefs 
are deeper. I am against all war and 
oppose all instruments of violence from 
bayonets to H-bombs. 


If you should receive and publish this letter 
it will probably be an additional charge on 
any court martial I find myself on. How- 
ever, I believe it might possibly encourage 
some other servicemen reading Peace News 
to consider their positions with regard to 
nuclear weapons and their full consequences 
and responsibilities. 


This letter may be intercepted; if it is, then 
I hope the recipient will make some effort 
to understand the desperate need for peace 
and friendship that exists in the world to- 
day. . 

While this letter is in the post, I shall take 
my own action against the inhumanity of 
men for other men by refusing to obey 
orders in the RAF or to handle or service 
anything designed to kill or injure any per- 
son anywhere in the world at any time. 
1938044 SAC Francis Edward Smith, 
Station Armoury, RAF Wattisham, 

Nr. Ipswich, Suffolk. 


Why we are marching 


I have been prepared to give the CND 
National Council the benefit of the doubt 
over Steps Towards Peace because of the 
following saving sentences in the original 
announcement: ‘“‘CND has always pressed 
for the unilateral] renunciation by Britain 
of all nuclear weapons, bases and alliances 
. . . Many people support these aims. 
Others feel they cannot go all the way with 
us. But everyone who wants to avoid an- 
other nuclear crisis can agree on certain 
definite Steps Towards Peace.” 


This clearly implies that Steps Towards 
Peace does not represent the full policy of 
CND. The most important difference be- 
tween the full policy of CND, stated in the 
first sentence quoted above, and Sreps 
Towards Peace, is that the CND is opposed 
to British membership of all alliances, in- 
cluding NATO. Rejection of NATO is not 
part of Steps Towards Peace. 


I have been happy then to remain a mem- 
ber of CND, but I am now much more 
seriously concerned about whether I should 
do so after reading the main Aldermaston 
recruiting leaflet, Why We Are Marching. 
The first two and the last paragraphs ex- 
press vague hopes to which no one need 
take exception, and which are therefore of 
no specific political value. The operative 


Peace News April 51963 11 


paragraphs in the middle of the leaflet 
read: 
“We demand action from our Govern- 
ment: 
in renouncing British nuclear arms, 


tests and bases; 
in opposing a European or NATO 


deterrent; 

in supporting disengagement in Central 
Europe; 

in helping to establish nuclear-free 
zones; 


in accepting the over-riding authority 
of the United Nations.” 


The leaflet then continues “ This is why we 
march from Aldermaston. .. .” 


In other words, what were originally steps 
to peace, points which CND might be pre- 
pared to examine with others outside CND, 
have now - if the leaflet is to be regarded 
as having any authority - been elevated to 
the actual policies of CND itself, and this 
time there is no “ saving sentence ” express- 
ing cleat opposition to British membership 
of NATO. On the contrary, the demand 
to oppose “a NATO deterrent” (assuming 
this means nuclear deterrent, and if it does 
not mean this, the phrase has no meaning 
at all) implies positive acceptance of NATO 
on other terms. Otherwise one would 
simply oppose NATO, with or without its 
deters cnt. 

I hope the CND National Council can 
reply to this letter and tell me that the 
leaflet which I have criticised should not be 
taken as official CND policy, that it is a 
bad leaflet, and full of mistakes. It does 
not come anywhere near expressing the 
reasons why I - and I believe thousands of 
others - are marching. 

Philip Seed, 

92, Lightwoods Hill, 

Smethwick 41, Staffs. 


Aldermaston marshals 


The impression made by the march, and the 
tempers of the marchers, would be im- 
proved if more care could be taken in the 
selection of and/or instructions to the 
marshals. 

Last year, for example, one of the two 
young men who walked the whole way 
beside our contingent wore a bowler hat 
with a large facetious price tag attached, 
and continually (in spite of suggestions that 
he should refrain) incited all he could to 
shout inane slogans. 


The other young man had evidently missed 
a lot as a result of the abandonment of 
conscription. He would have enjoyed him- 
self as a lance-corporal. Without the bene- 
fit of such experience he _ persistently 
harassed his personnel with orders to “ keep 
up” right on the heels of their predecessors, 
resulting in a form of progress consisting 
of alternate rapid rushes forward and wait- 
ing for room to move. Suggestions that 
this was not ideal were met with “It’s 
orders from head office. If you don’t like 
it you’d better tell them.” 


So, head office, and others, please note. 
Thank you. 

Richard Wiggs, 

70 Lytton Avenue, 

Letchworth, Herts. 


Priestly dress 


While agreeing with the sentiments in Mr. 
Uloth’s letter on dress for Aldermaston 
(Peace News, March 22, 1963), I ought to 
clear up some muddled thinking prevalent 
among non-Christians. Far from being 
eccentric, the “long black clerical cassock ” 
is the ordinary everyday dress of a priest, 
and has been in the English Church for 
hundreds of years. The “dog-collar” is a 
device invented by the Roman Church for 
their clergy, when they were forbidden by 
the law of the Jand to wear priestly dress 
in public. 

Christopher Owens, 

College of S. Mark and S. John, 

King’s Road, 

London, S.W.10. 


Poets wanted 


We are working on a collection of anti-war, 
anti-bomb, peace poems. We shall be glad 
to hear from poets who are interested at the 
address below. Please enclose SAE. - 

Ken Geering, Editor, 

“ Breakthru,” 

Densbarn, 

Lindfield, Sussex. 
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CND airman under close arrest 


On Wednesday of last week 20-year-old 
Senior Aircraftsman Francis E, Smith, at 
RAF, Wattisham, ceased work and refused 
to put on his uniform. He also wrote a 
letter to the editor of Peace News, which 
is printed on page eleven of this issue. 


Francis Smith’s act of conscientious objec- 
tion was decided on over a long period. 
Late last year he explained his support for 
CND and his views about war to his Com- 
manding Officer, and received no proper 
reply. Some months later he requested to 
be let out of the army on _ psychiatric 
grounds, and the Medical Officer at Wat- 
tisham told him, according to information 
which has reached Peace News from a reli- 
able source, that he was “more sane than 
half the people on the camp.” As soon as 
Peace News heard of Francis Smith’s re- 


fusal to continue work in the Royal Air 
Force it sent a letter of support and thanks 
to him. The following was his reply, dated 
March 28: 


Main GUARDROOM, RAF, WATTISHAM. 


Dear Sir, 

It is very encouraging to hear from you. I 
ceased work on the morning of Wednesday 
the 27th March (0800). It took the RAF 
authorities about 25 minutes to realise what 
was happening, whereupon I was given 
three direct orders to the effect that I 
should put on my uniform and report for 
duty at my place of work. 

I disobeyed these orders on the grounds of 
conscientious objection. Later in the mom- 
ing I decided that it would be wiser to 
dress in uniform while the RAF dealt with 
my case. At the moment I am under close 


Aldermaston: final plans 


Final plans have now been drawn up for 
the march from Aidermaston to London 
this Easter. It is to be preceded by a four- 
day vigil at the Atomic Weapons Research 
Establishment. Those interested in joining 
it are asked to contact Mrs. Parker-Rhodes 
at 20 Sedley-Taylor Road, Cambridge. 


Singing rather than the shouting of slogans 
is being encouraged on the march this year, 
A number of anti-bomb songs are being 
printed in the Aldermaston editions of 
Sanity, and a special effort to get bands 
playing on the march is being made. 


Peggy Duff told Peace News last Tuesday 


Dried milk for 
Algeria 


“We have had a very good response from 
a very wide variety of people for this pro- 
ject,” Winifred Howard, organiser of the 
dried milk for Algeria scheme, told Peace 
News last Tuesday. The large boxes in 
which the dried milk is to be transported 
will be donated free: War on Want are 
transporting them without charge direct 
from London to Algiers, where they will be 
distributed by the Croissante Rouge (Red 
Cross). 


Marchers are asked to take a tin of dried 
milk to Aldermaston with them. It should 
be a 20 oz. tin of Cow and Gate half 
cream milk food powder, which costs 6< 3d 
and is obtainable at most chemists. 
Marchers will carry the tins all the way to 
London, where they will be collected and 
put in boxes during the rally in Hyde Park. 
Volunteers with vans are required to take 
the full boxes from Hyde Park to Kingsley 
Hall, Powis Street, Bow. 


CND groups are being asked to make 
banners relating the milk project to the 
bomb for carrying on the march. 


that marchers are definitely being discour- 
aged from shouting political slogans. “ The 
shouting of slogans is bad enough when 
you can’t hear what’s being shouted, and 
even worse when you can,” she said. From 
before Parliament Square to after Trafalgar 
Square the march will be silent, and there 
will be some 200 people in Parliament 
Square holding a picket as the march passes 
through. 


Throughout the march CND will be selling 
postcards saying: “I am with the Alder- 
maston marchers in their opposition to all 
nuclear weapons and the nuclear policies 
of my government.” These postcards are 
addressed to U Thant and Harold Mac- 
millan, and they will be collected in Hyde 
Park and sent on by CND. 


The Easter demonstration will end with a 
rally in Hyde Park, consisting of music as 
the march comes in and a welcome from 
Canon Collins. This will be followed by 
readings showing how war has developed 
over the years, and then there will be a 
four-minute silence. 


Briefly 


Sellers of “ Peace News” on the march can 
obtain their supplies from a stand near the 
main gate of Falcon Field from 11 a.m. on 
Good Friday onwards. Further supplies 
can be obtained from the Peace News van 
on the march and at stopping places. 
Quantities of next weck’s issue can be 
ordered post free at Ss per dozen on sale 
or return. 


Various plans have been put forward by 
the Committee of 100 for demonstrations to 
coincide with the Aldermaston march. At 
a meeting last weekend, Peter Cadogan 
called for “a protest against nuclear 
weapons which the Government cannot 
ignore.” No definite plans for a demon- 
stration have been made, however. 


EASTER 
MARCH Aldermaston 
STARTS 22 noon 


1 p.m. 


Whitehall 
2 p.m. 


Marble Arch 


Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 2 Carthusian St EC1. 


Piccadilly Circus 


arrest, awaiting presumably a court- 


martial. 


The following outlines the motives behind 
my action and my feelings when it was 
completed. 


Firstly, by refusing to work in a nuclear 
force, my unwillingness to partake in any 
war preparations (however small my part 
may be) has been demonstrated bluntly and 
openly to the RAF authorities. 


In the past I have tried on several occa- 
sions to outline my beliefs to the RAF but 
nothing was gained in doing so. it is ex- 
tremely difficult to explain to anyone in the 
RAF just how great is my belief that war, 
and especially nuclear war, is completely 
inhuman and alien. It is even harder when 
I realise that the persons I speak to in the 
Air Force may one day kill or help to kill 
men, women and children by the million, 
and not be particularly worried until they in 
their turn see the bombs falling. 


Secondly, I am clinging to the hope that the 
actions of Brian McGee, J/T McKenna, 
J/T Parker, myself and others will inspire 
airmen to get out of the Service, join CND 
and the Committee of 100, and do every- 
thing they can to rid this country and the 
world of the evil threat of nuclear destruc- 
tion. 


Lastly, in doing what I have done, my be- 


lief in non-violence and pacifism has been 
vastly strengthened. It also gave me a feel- 
ing of doing something really worthwhile. 
This letter may not reach you as I am writ- 
ing it in my cell in the guardroom and the 
authorities may confiscate it, However, if 
you do receive it I hope it puts you in the 
picture. 
Thanks for everything, 
Sincerely, 


Francis E. SMITH 


Last Tuesday, as Peace News went to press, 
Francis Smith was still under close arrest. 
The Air Ministry reported that a summary 
of evidence had been taken against him. 
This means that a court-martial is highly 
probable. It is reported that there is con- 
siderable discussion in the camp about 
Francis Smith’s action, and that while there 
have been some unfavourable comments, 
the majority have been sympathetic. 


Francis Smith, who has been in the RAF 
for about three years, is an armament 
mechanic and works in the explosives area 
at Wattisham. Javelin and Lightning fighter 
planes are stationed at the base, 


Norte. - At its meeting in Birmingham next 
weekend the Nationai Committee of 100 
will discuss the whole question of dissent 
within the armed forces, and possible action 
by the Committee, 


“ ,.. they (the Government) have ... given the sum of £35,000 to our British 
Freedom from Hunger Campaign. That is 0.002 per cent of our annual 
armaments bill, and would pay Dr. Beeching for eighteen months.” Philip 
Noel-Baker in the House of Commons, March 20. 
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